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New King and Queen from Tir Righ
At July Coronation, An Tir witnessed the elevation of Tir Righ’s 
own Viscount Sir Christian Bane and Viscountess Hélène d’Anjou 
as new sovereigns for the vast Kingdom of An Tir. 

Christian received his first Royal recognition in AS XL (2005) 
with an Award of Arms, granted to him by then King Uther and 
Queen Angharad. Hélène received her AoA the following year 
from Sven and Signy. Christian’s prowess on the fighting field con-
tinued to garner him recognition, and he was knighted by Vik and 
Inga at May Crown in AS XLIV (2009). He has been Defender of 
Lions Gate five times, holding the title for the last three consec-
utive years. At this past Sea Lion War he handed back the title, 
having just won the Crown Tournament. The recipient of both 
Principality and Kingdom recognition in the arts and sciences, 
Hélène is perhaps best known for her gorgeous original scrolls, 
many of which have been created for new peers. Christian and 
Hélène will be the 72nd King and Queen of our Kingdom.

King Christian and Queen Hélène. Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt)

As with the changing of 
seasons, it is time to thank 
Einar and Tangwystl for 
Their service to Tir Righ, and 
welcome our new rulers, Wil-
liam and Nadezhda. In this 
issue you will be introduced 
to Their Highnesses and learn 
a little bit of their back story. 
As always, highlights from 
past events make up a large 
part of this newsletter, mostly 
because they bring a smile 
to my face when I see how 
much fun people are having. 

Uncle Vlad is back after a 
brief hiatus (YAY!) speaking 

on a subject most important 
to our Game. We have two 
new Proust participants, and 
another Artisan showcase, as 
well as articles ranging from 
bardic to embroidery, healing 
salves to medieval writing 
implements. Our Principality 
newsletter continues to shine, 
thanks in huge part to those 
who contribute their time 
to writing great stories, and 
for the photographers who 
capture such lovely moments 
so that we, in turn, can hold 
onto them on these pages and 
in our memories. 

Inside this Issue
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Hey Tir Righ!
Did you know that service comes in many 
forms? It takes a team to get things done! 
There are so many ways that you can help 
out in the community.

•	Event	stewards/teams

•	Officer	positions	

•	Retinue

•	Largess	

Consider being an event steward for a 
branch or Principality event – we always 
need bids for Principality! We currently 
looking for bids for 2018 Principality 
events. Specifically February Investiture 
and AT War 2018 as it will be our year to 
host this amazing event! 

OR you can serve a term as a Principality 
Officer!	It’s	a	wonderful	experience	where	
you get to work with amazing groups of 
people to help our Principality be the best 
it can be.

Current	vacant	Principality	offices	are:

•	Youth	and	Family	Activities	
Coordinator

•	Cut	and	Thrust	Marshal

•	There	are	currently	Principality	officers	
posting for applications as well! 

If you can serve on retinue reach out to the 
Royal’s Head of Retinue and sign up! Even 
if you can only serve a couple of hours 
trust me when I say they will absolutely 
appreciate your help! We all know events 
can be hectic so it’s always easier for those 
coordinating when you can sign up or 
offer assistance in a specific area or for a 
specific time! 

Can’t	serve	on	retinue	or	as	an	officer?	No	
problem! Are you crafty? Because if so the 
Royals always needs items for largess! You 
can reach out directly to the Royal’s head 
of retinue to determine what items may be 
needed.

It takes a team to make the Principality 
run smoothly – there is a constant flow 
of conversations before any decisions are 
made which can often take some time to 
happen.

I want to take a moment to thank all the 
Principality	officers	who	work	so	hard	to	
serve our Principality! Also thank you to 
our populace who assist us with projects 
and events or who bring forward ways we 
can make things better. We appreciate all 

you do and the patience you have while we 
work towards making things happen!

Remember	the	Principality	Officers	are	
here to help! Have a question but not sure 
who to go to? Drop me a line and I’d be 
more than happy to assist.

 Alessandra Luciana Giancomo 
Seneschal Tir Righ 
seneschal [at] tirrigh.org

From the Seneschal’s Desk

The Northern Sentinel team is always on 
the lookout for items of interest to publish. 
In addition to the usual things we have to 
publish, we want to make this a fun and 
informative publication that you want to 
read. To that end, we welcome submissions 
from the populace. Ideas for future articles 
from you could include a special photo 
from an event, a summary article of some 
research you are doing, a short write-up 
on something cool from another kingdom, 
maybe a funny story about something that 
happened at an event. 

This publication is a key method of chron-
icling our own history. I encourage you 
to think about what moments you want 
to see captured and either send us a short 
submission or drop us a quick note to give 
us the idea. The only rules for submission 

are that you write in English (unless you 
are educating us in another language), 
the content is family friendly and SCA 
appropriate, and that the articles be long 
enough to complete your thought but not 
so	long	that	we	get	bored	–	approx.	100	
to	maximum	750	words.	Feel	free	to	vet	
your ideas and articles with your friendly 
neighbourhood	chronicler:	chronicler [at] 
tirrigh.org

The Northern Sentinel is published quar-
terly to coincide with Tir Righ Coronets 
and Investitures. Deadline for all submis-
sions is always one month before these 
events.	Copy	for	the	next	issue	is	due	
October 1.

 HL Tatiana Alexievna 
Tir Righ Chronicler

Want to Submit Something 
for Publication?

Danescombe 
Launches  
New Website
Check out Danescombe’s new look! The 
website is filled with great colour, pictures 
and information on the SCA and Dane-
scombe’s activities. The website redesign 
took many hours of volunteer labour. Well 
done Jerrick (Pamela Lynn Elle)! Take 
a minute to pop by www.danescombe.
org and peruse the site. Perhaps you may 
find some inspiration to add to your own 
branch website.
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From the Heirs: 
Liam and Nadezhda

Liam of the Clan MacNessa left Ireland to 
study at the once well-known College of St. 
Giles, in the Shire of Seagirt, 23 years ago. 
A year later, a young Russian woman who 
went by the name of Nadezhda Toranova 
also joined this forward-thinking school. 
Although most noble families of Europe 
did not educate their daughters, Kniaz 
Yaroslav,	called	the	Wise,	set	example	in	
Rus, by ensuring that his daughters were 
well educated and literate. Nadezhda’s 
parents saw the wisdom in this and sent 
her away for her education (it had noth-
ing to do with getting rid of her!) In time, 
Liam and Nadezhda became fellows and 
eventually leaders at the College, serving 
in administrative roles and working close 
together. It seemed only natural that they 
should one day marry.

At Twelfth Night in AS 35, Liam and 
Nadezhda became the second Baron and 
Baroness of Seagirt. Liam, squired to Earl 
Brendan, was knighted that summer by 
dread King Davin, and Nadezhda joined 

the Order of the Laurel at Ursulmas in AS 
36. Their son, James, was born the follow-
ing year. Together Liam and Nadezhda 
governed Seagirt until the winter of AS 
38. At Twelfth Night, they were persuaded 
that they should leave Seagirt to engage on 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. This they 
did, leaving their fair Barony in the hands 
of one Baron James (not the child!) and the 
Baroness called Glynis.

After leaving Seagirt, they were set upon 
by rogues and realizing that they were 
being hunted, they fled to the lands of 
Drachenwald, settling at last within the fair 
Crown Principality of Insulae Draconis. 
There they entered a witness protection 
program and Nadezhda changed her name 
to Æringunnr. Liam didn’t need to change 
his name as the world is rife with knights 
named William!

Living in Insulae Draconis was idyllic. 
They went on pilgrimages, visited cas-
tles, and met many wonderful people. It 

became a home to them and when, in AS 
44, the day came that the Crown Principal-
ity was to become a Principality in truth, 
they were honoured to enter the lists. Liam 
emerged victorious and that day became 
William I, Prince of Insulae Draconis, 
crowning Æringunnr as his princess.

Sadly, the world being as unpredictable as 
it is, they were called home to An Tir soon 
after, leaving behind their fair Principality 
in August of AS 45. They once again reside 
in the Barony of Seagirt, where they can 
be found engaged in quiet pursuits, like 
fighting, shooting, and … sewing. Lots 
and lots of sewing. And now that everyone 
had finally become accustomed to her new 
name, Æringunnr, realising that she was 
homesick for her Russian roots and that 
the threat had likely passed, reverted to 
Nadezhda once more.

Having entered the Tir Righ lists a time 
or two, and collecting a few Silver Spears 
along the way, this past June Liam won the 
right to crown Nadezhda as his Princess 
once again. In August AS 52, William and 
Nadezhda will become the 29th Prince and 
Princess of Tir Righ.

Theme/culture of reign: Living in Nor-
man	Sicily,	but	Her	Excellency	is	Russian	
so brings people and traditions from there.

Titles of Address: Princeps for both, when 
using Latin; when using Russian, Kniaz 
for William, Kniaginia for Nadezhda. 
They will continue using “huzzah” as Their 
cheer, per tradition locally.

Royal Progress of Liam and Nadezhda
Date  Event  Attending

2017

Aug 25–27  August Investiture (Seagirt)  both

Sep 1–3  September Crown (Lions Gate)  William only

Sep 1–3  Lough Devnaree Champions (Insulae Draconis)  Nadezhda only

Sep 22–24  Tir Righ A&S/Bardic (Danescombe)  William only

Oct 7  Golden Swan (Appledore)  both

Oct 28  Dance of the Dead (Seagirt)  both

Nov 3–5  November Coronet (Hartwood)  both

Nov 18  Baroness’ Tournament (Lions Gate)  both

Nov 25  Hartwood Yule (Hartwood)   both

Dec 9  Seagirt Yule (Seagirt) both

2018

Jan 12–14  Twelfth Night (Wastekeep)  both

Jan 26–28  Ursulmas (Aquaterra)  both

Feb 3  Winter Tourney (Lionsdale)  both

Feb 17–18  February Investiture (TBD)  both

Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt)
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Tir Righ Welcomes New Exchequer to 
Principality Office
Let me begin by thanking Master Tristan 
of Seagirt for his years of service as Tir 
Righ’s	Chancellor	of	the	Exchequer.	Well	
done,	Your	Excellency!

To	introduce	myself:	I	am	Dame	Elena	de	
Maisnilwarin, Tir Righ’s newest Chancellor 
of	the	Exchequer.

Persona-wise:	Elena	de	Maisnilwarin	is	
a noblewoman of the mid 12th century, 
living in England between 1130 and 1135.

SCA-wise:	I’ve	been	in	the	SCA	for	20	
years, am a Pelican of An Tir and a Raven 
of Tir Righ. I’ve been A&S Champion for 
the Barony of Lions Gate and the Prin-
cipality of Tir Righ, and am a Guardian 
of	Tir	Righ.	While	I’ve	had	other	offices	
(Gold Key, Deputy Chronicler, Lists), I 
haven’t	yet	found	an	SCA	office	that	beats	
being	exchequer.	I	have	11	years’	expe-
rience	as	an	exchequer,	and	this	is	my	
second	time	in	the	Principality	office.

My thanks to the Tir Righ Chronicler for 
granting me column space to talk about 
exchequer-type	things.

What	is	an	exchequer?	They	are	the	fi-
nancial	officer	for	your	branch,	and	the	po-

sition is required for a branch to operate. 
Much	of	an	exchequer’s	work	is	behind	the	
scenes – at Council, rather than at events. 
Reconciling bank accounts, meeting with 
the event team after an event to receive 
gate funds and receipts, preparing monthly 
financial reports for Council and quar-
terly financial reports for Principality and 
Kingdom. Serving on the branch Financial 
Committee, preparing and maintaining 
annual budgets, checking event budgets 
for completeness before an event bid is 
approved.

To paraphrase the 2017 edition of the SCA 
Exchequer Handbook,	your	branch	exche-
quer is entrusted with your branch’s assets, 
and management of your financial stability 
and records. It’s a big responsibility, and I 
truly value the work each and every branch 
exchequer	does.	I	hope	the	populace	does,	
too.

If you have any questions about 
exchequers,	please	contact	me	at	
exchequer	[at]	tirrigh.org

 Dame Elena de Maisnilwarin, OP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Principality of Tir Righ

Photo by Mistress Janet Kempe (Seagirt)

There are so many neat things to try when 
first	exploring	the	SCA	but	how	does	one	
know where to start? If you are new to the 
SCA, you might not know that Tir Righ 
has a University. The University of Tir 
Righ (TUTR for short) offers classes from 
introduction level all the way to mastery 
level in the Arts & Sciences, Humanities 
and Marshallate. Not only that, it also 
offers a TUTR Novus or Newcomers’ 
Diploma! It’s the only TUTR program with 
a list of required courses, and is designed 
to be taught and achieved over one or two 
"newcomers' weekends" as an introduction 
to the SCA. 

The	ten	classes	for	the	TUTR	Novus	are:	

•	Basic	Heraldry
•	Persona	Development
•	Basic	Research	and	Documentation

•	Introduction	to	Calligraphy
•	Introduction	to	Dance
•	Introduction	to	Garb
•	Introduction	to	Fabric	Choices
•	SCA	Combat	Forms
•	The	SCA	Structure
•	Chivalry	and	Etiquette

Taking these classes gives you a great in-
troduction to a variety of subjects, 
and can spark interest in further 
study	or	exploration.	And	they	
can help you get acquainted with other 
people, which is always nice when you are 
new!

If you are keen to attend a TUTR session, 
talk	to	an	officer	in	your	branch	and	ask	if	
any TUTR sessions are scheduled for an 
event near you. If not, perhaps you might 
offer to help organize one! 

For more information, visit The University 
of	Tir	Righ	website: 
http://tirrigh.org/tutr/contacts.htm	

Yours in Service,

 Duchess Meagan 
Tir Righ Chatelaine

Photo	by	Sarra	Venatrix	(Seagirt)

Chatelaine’s Corner
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A Reminder on Respectful Behaviour
Sometimes we need a little reminder about 
the values we hold dear in the SCA. Below 
is a short policy on two types of behaviour 
not tolerated in our Society. 

As posted on the Society Seneschal’s  
website, with [minor edits] for spelling 
corrections:

The SCA prohibits harassment and bully-
ing of all individuals and groups.

Harassment and bullying includes, but 
is	not	limited	to	the	following:	offensive	
or lewd verbal comments directed to an 
individual;	the	display	of	explicit	images	
(drawn or photographic) depicting an 
individual in an inappropriate manner; 
photographing or recording individu-
als inappropriately to abuse or harass 
the individual; inappropriate physical 

contact;	unwelcome	sexual	attention;	or	
retaliation for reporting harassment and/
or bullying. Participants violating these 
rules are subject to appropriate sanctions. 
If an individual feels subjected to harass-
ment, bullying or retaliation, they should 
contact a seneschal, President of the SCA, 
or the Kingdom’s Board Ombudsman. If 
a participant of the SCA becomes aware 
that someone is being harassed or bullied, 
they have a responsibility pursuant to the 
SCA Code of Conduct to come forward 
and report this behavior to a seneschal, 
President of the SCA or Kingdom’s Board 
Ombudsman.

The following statement must be posted at 
gate/troll at every SCA event in a size large 
enough for people to see it as they enter 
our events. This language must likewise 

be quoted in ALL site handouts at every 
event [and] site [where] a handout is made 
available.

THE SCA PROHIBITS 
HARASSMENT AND 
BULLYING OF ALL 
INDIVIDUALS AND 
GROUPS.
Participants engaging in this behavior 
are subject to appropriate sanctions.

If you are subjected to harassment, 
bullying or retaliation, or if you be-
come aware of anyone being harassed 
or bullied, contact a seneschal, Pres-
ident of the SCA, or your Kingdom’s 
Board Ombudsman.

Part One in an 
ongoing Series! 
Collect ’em all!
Greetings, O Seekers of Wisdom. I sense 
that you have come with questions, in 
the hope that your benighted minds may 
be suffused with the illumination of the 
Light of Knowledge. Well, never let it 
be said that Uncle Vlad, that Pundit of 
Perspicacity, He who is Wise in the Ways 

of the SCA, did not mete out crumbs of enlightenment to those 
who did come begging to his doorstep.

Our innocent supplicant this time around is shy, and didn’t want 
Uncle Vlad to reveal where they were from. Far be it from me to 
betray a trust – let’s just say it rhymes with “Mayan’s Plate.”

Dear Uncle Vlad,

I am simply in awe at the levels of knowledge you possess, and 
the generous nature you display in your willingness to share the 
fruits of your knowledge with us, your admiring readers. Truly 
you are a shining example of all that is Good and Pure and Right 
in the Society.

I am relatively new to the SCA, and am often baffled by the 
culture here. There seem to be so many unwritten rules, or things 
that everyone but me knows. How do I find out what these 
cultural norms and rules are? Is there a course or something? At 

least a quick and basic primer on how to act? And more im-
portantly, what did people do to survive and learn about things 
before you came along to gift us with your illimitable wisdom?

With Breathless Adulation, 
Ima Pseudonym

 
Well met, Ima, and Uncle Vlad is delighted that you have joined 
our bizarre little subculture! It is certainly the case that joining 
the SCA can cause a bit of culture shock. It’s a society that has 
grown and evolved over more than 50 years into a unique culture, 
and it has many customs, rules and practices than can surprise a 
newcomer, and indeed it can be all too easy for a neophyte to acci-
dentally	take	a	misstep	right	into	a	steaming	pile	of	faux	pas.

In Ye Oldene Dayes, say back around A.S. XXV, it was common 
for new people to get a pretty in-depth indoctrination from the 
more seasoned folks, who generally made it their responsibility 
to make sure that new people learned the ropes. In addition there 
were sometimes things like Newcomers’ Workshops, ongoing 
newcomer’s classes or meetings, and such. Now, these things still 
happen, classes still get taught, and people are still inculcated 
into the Deep and Esoteric Mysteries of the SCA by mentors and 
Peers. However, over time, and as the Society has grown and 
spread,	it	can	be	difficult	to	make	sure	that	everyone	learns	every-
thing they need to know. 

In Uncle Vlad’s day, there was a wholly remarkable document 
called the Known World Handbook. It was a primer to the SCA 
in one volume, providing the basics on all sorts of things, from 
forms of address, to basic garb-making, to easy mediaeval food, to 
heraldry etc., etc. This tome is still available today, and is still up-
dated, I do believe. And of course there is a whacking great load of 
material available online, if you look for it. But today Uncle Vlad 
is	going	to	discuss	a	tiny	but	extremely	important	element	of	that	
book, this being the Ten Commandments of the SCA.

continued on next page

Ask Uncle Vlad
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Although the idea is borrowed from another, rather better-known 
book, it is a simple and catchy idea, as almost everyone can re-
member ten little rules. Uncle Vlad will share these rules with you 
here, for your edification, with some small amount of commen-
tary on each.

1. Treat your inferiors in rank, knowledge or experience in 
the Society as if they were your equals; treat your equals as if 
they were your superiors; treat officers as representatives of the 
King, and treat the King & Queen with the reverence due your 
Sovereigns.

Wow. Okay, the first one is a biggie, and for good reason. Like 
that other book, you hit ’em with the big rule right off the bat, and 
hopefully they remember that one even if they forget the rest. And 
the nice thing about the first rule is that it pretty much covers all 
the others, when you get down to it.

The core of this rule is respect and courtesy. Treat each other with 
respect, and they will do the same to you, and everybody gets 
along and is happy. No one should ever treat another as inferior 
– not only were we all new once, but we are all human beings 
and are deserving of respect. Be you Peer or Queen or Lord, one 
should never look or talk down to another. When you come up 
to the King and, boots shaking, actually speak to him, he will not 
call you “bloody peasant,” but is likely to refer to you as “My Lord/
Lady” and treat you with all politeness and courtesy. It’s basic 
politeness, really.

The	rest	of	the	rule	spins	off	of	that.	Officers	(yes,	even	branch	
officers)	are	working	for	YOU,	on	behalf	of	the	Crown	and	the	
Society, and as such are representatives of the Crown. They work 
hard so that you can have fun. Respect that. Royalty is, well, 
Royalty. They are at the top of the social order and in the Society 
we respect that by giving them all the reverence and deference 
that they are due. Not only did their position come at consider-
able effort, but it is in fact a very real burden to serve the people as 
Sovereigns. We can acknowledge that by bowing in their presence, 
making sure they are never unattended, and never ever calling 
them “The Pointy Hats,” or “jerkface.”

A key element of this respect is that it is a two-way street. The 
courtesy and respect you give will be given unto you in turn. It’s 
the Golden Rule, SCA style. It doesn’t need to be more compli-
cated than that.

2. Use mediaeval forms of address.

This is a case of easy to say, less easy to do, for several reasons. 
But it is a very important rule for a couple of reasons. First is the 
aforementioned matter of respect. Any title or rank in the Society 
is earned – the person bearing that title worked hard to be con-
sidered worthy of it, and that should be acknowledged. A Knight 
should be awarded the respect due their rank by way of the use of 
their	title	–	“Sir	Griffin”	is	okay;	“Griffy-baby”	is	not	(unless	you	
are REALLY good friends with him, and hopefully there is no one 
else who can hear it). 

There	are	a	lot	of	ranks	and	titles	in	the	SCA,	and	it	can	be	diffi-
cult for the uninitiated to know them all right away, or remember 
what applies to who. In time you will learn them, but in a pinch 
you can never go wrong with calling someone “My Lord/Lady.” A 
true gentle will not be insulted by this, but may instead use it as 

an opportunity to instruct you on the appropriate term for their 
rank.

The other reason it is important is the matter of mediaeval veri-
similitude. The titles and forms of address and part of the culture 
of the Society. They are part of the game, and if we fail to use 
them we become just a bunch of people standing around in funny 
clothes, and then what’s the point? Call it a Game, call it a Dream, 
call it another World – it only works if we all walk the talk.

Now,	this	is	a	difficult	one	to	keep	up	in	practice,	also	for	two	
reasons. The first being that, no matter what our role is in the 
SCA, outside of it we are all members of a modern and more or 
less egalitarian culture. We are taught that we are all the same, 
all equal, and it can be hard to know that someone in real life is 
“Nancy the comptroller” but in the SCA is “Mistress Incontinentia 
Muckitymuck”, and always be able to keep those identities sepa-
rate	and	remember	to	call	her	“Excellency”	at	events.

The second reason is that the SCA is largely a collection of friends, 
and we often become friends in the outer world as well as in the 
SCA. Familiarity breeds contempt, the saying goes, and while 
I won’t go that far, I will amend it to say that familiarity breeds 
casualness. When you’ve been friends for decades, and sat around 
playing D&D together, it is all too easy to forget to call him Sir 
Griffin,	or	refer	to	him	as	“Excellency.”

But in order to retain our verisimilitude, it is really important that 
we do this, as much as possible. It is an ongoing challenge for all 
of us, and one that Uncle Vlad wishes we all worked harder at. 
New	people	only	learn	what	we	teach	them,	and	they	learn	by	ex-
ample. Using mediaeval forms of address adds to the game, it adds 
to the spectacle, it makes us sound cool and it helps us all stay in 
the moment. Moreover, it reinforces the above lesson of Respect. 
Anyone who has a title earned it by merit, and we should respect 
that by using the appropriate tile and forms of address. And if 
you have not yet earned your first award, you still get to be called 
My Lord/Lady, and that sounds pretty darn nice, doesn’t it? A lot 
better than “hey you.” 

Uncle Vlad sees that he has already taken up considerable space 
in this newsletter, and has only covered two of the 10 Command-
ments. In order to spare the Honourable Editor the panic she 
might incur were she to receive a massive tome and have to cram 
it into one issue, I shall forbear to so burden her and shall instead 
continue	this	explication	in	another	issue	or	issues	of	that	wholly	
remarkable work, the Northern Sentinel (thus also assuring said 
Honourable Editor that future installments of this series shall be 
forthcoming).

So	let’s	leave	it	here,	and	pick	it	up	next	time	with	the	Third	Com-
mandment:	Give	Glory	to	Uncle	Vlad,	and	offer	him	all	manner	of	
reverence, food and drinks, and affection. Especially affection.

What, that’s not the Third Commandment?

“Ask Uncle Vlad” is brought to you by 
HL Vladimir Andreivich Aleksandrov 
Silver Wolf Herald

This article on the Ten Commandments of the SCA will continue in 
the next issue of the Northern Sentinel.

continued from previous page
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For this issue of the artisan showcase, we’d 
like to introduce you to Tir Righ’s new Arts 
&	Sciences	Officer,	Master	Iain	Guthrie,	
Member of the Order of the Laurel.  
Welcome, Iain, to your new role.

Tell us a bit about yourself

I am Iain Guthrie, recently installed as 
your new A&S Minister. I have been play-
ing since 1992 when I was introduced to 
the SCA in Seagirt. Since then I have lived 
and played in Lions Gate, Kings Lands, 
Avacal and Montengarde before recently 
moving back to Lions Gate. My persona is 
a	Scot	based	in	the	Saxon	mining	town	of	
Goslar, famous for the Rammelsberg mine 
which operated for over 1000 years and 
which also featured in Georgius Agrico-
la’s work De Re Metallica – a treatise on 
mining published in 1556. I am passionate 
about tailoring, woodworking and mining 
history. I was asked to interview an artisan 
as part of this segment of the Sentinel, so as 
a kick off I thought I’d start with myself as 
in introduction. So here goes.

What were you laureled for?

Tailoring. I have made a lot of clothing for 
myself and for a number of friends. I have 
also done a lot of patterning then handing 
off the construction to others to complete.

What motivates you?

The energy that newcomers bring to our 
society.

What projects do you currently have in 
progress?

I have three projects that have been lan-
guishing but that need to be finished off. 
Back when I made Viscount Steinn his 
Salwar and Kaftan I started a set for myself 
as hot weather kit for fencing. I am not 
doing as much fencing now, so this has 
paused for a bit. When I started to do less 
fencing I was doing more heavy fighting 
and I started a pair of padded legs with 
aluminum slats in them designed to look 
like landsknecht hose. These didn’t quite 
turn out the way I had planned and need 
some tweaking to finish off – they will look 
cool when they are done though. Lastly I 
started a commission for 14thC kit for a 
gentle in Montengarde who backed out of 
the deal. Luckily I was the same size, so 
I have four sets of hose and underwear, 
however nothing else. I need to make a 
cotehardie and some other items to round 
this kit out. I have some great wool dyed 
by my wife for this so it will probably get 
finished first.

What projects do you dream of doing?

I have this amazing fabric I picked up  
at Watt’s and Co with matching wool  
(www.wattsandco.com/textiles.html)	 
that I have plans for an epic waffenrock.

What projects are you most proud of?

One of my first projects was a rework of 
the cloak for the Captain of the Grenadiers 
– Seagirt’s Rapier Champion at the Daffo-
dil Tournament. This was about 13 years 
ago and it is still in use and looks great. I 
particularly love the applique grenades. 

Cloak of the Seagirt Grenadiers I made when I was the Captain of this 
Order.

Portrait of Steinn and Gemma in clothing I made for their second reign 
in Avacal. 

Artisan Showcase:  
Iain Guthrie 

Master Iain Guthrie
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The Proust Questionnaire – 
SCA Style
In	this	next	installment	of	the	SCA	version	
of the Proust Questionnaire, we meet two 
warriors, both bards. Is the pen really 
mightier than the sword (or bow?). We’ll 
let you decide. 

Brynja Kortsdottir
Tell us a bit about your persona and why 
you chose it. 

Brynja Kortsdottir was born in 912 AD. I 
live on the family land just outside Jorvik. 
My father is from Norway and my mother 
from the Isle of Mann. Rule of Jorvik has 
changed hands at least 10 times during 
my lifetime, and I lost my husband in the 
fighting 5 years ago. As I was married I live 
in my own house and have some land for 
livestock. Mostly sheep and a few pigs.

I chose Norse persona mostly for the 
simple practical garb that is really useful in 
BC’s climate. I really liked the Tudor era as 
well, but 1) I’m not graceful at the best of 

times and am constantly tripping on skirts 
or dragging the sleeves through everything 
and	2)	camping	in	Tudor	is	difficult,	said	
skirts take forever to dry.

Who is your favourite historical figure 
from the Middle Ages? 

There are so many! Right now it’s Prin-
cess Olga from Rus. Around 945 AD her 
husband, Prince Igor, was slain by the 
Derevlians (whom he had just raided) and 
she tricked the Derevlians on 3 separate 
occasions and ended up just slaughtering 
them. It’s like reading a Russian Fairy tale 
where the hero tells the bad guy to do 
something seemingly nonsensical and it 
turns out to be a trap. You can read more 
in The Russian Primary Chronicle. (Thanks 
Nadezhda!)

What would have been your occupation 
if you had lived in medieval times? 

I would have been a weaver. After doing 
household chores I would spend my day 
spinning yarn or weaving the wool into 
fabric to clothe members of my family or 
the	workers.	Any	extra	fabric	would	have	
been used to trade for items members of 
the family couldn’t make.

Describe one of your SCA “moments” 
(a point when you were at an event and 
transported back in time) 

At 3YC (30 Year Celebration) we camped 
with the artisans. I was almost 12 and 
when I wasn’t playing, water-bearing or 
working the paper route I would sit in 
camp and watch the metal smiths and 
woodworkers using medieval tools to 
make things. I even got to try a few things, 
it was amazing.

What is one of your favourite things 
about the SCA?

Everyone is supportive of one another and 
willing to help when things need to get 
done. There are so many different things 
you can learn and there’s something for 
everyone no matter their health/disabili-
ties. Sometimes there are too many things 
to do, I want to do all the things!

John MacAndrew
Tell us a bit about your persona 

and why you chose it. 

I was born in 1500 as second son to Fergus 
and Ceridwyn MacAndrew of Balna-
gowan. At the age of 12, I served as an 
arrow runner during the Battle of Flodden. 
After the battle I returned to my home and 
began studying archery under a local mas-
ter. Now at 57 years of age I have returned 
to Isles of Lorne where I am working as an 
arrowsmith.

In 1989 I joined the SCA under the tute-
lage of the MacAndrews. This led to the 
Scottish persona. Timeframes were open 
but I wanted to be associated with the Bat-
tle of Flodden so I chose to be born 1500 
(easy to remember). 

Who is your favourite historical figure 
from the Middle Ages? 

Henry VIII though not because of his 
habit of imitating the Red Queen and her 
obsession with “off with her head!” Henry 
definitely had his issues but he was not 
blindly locked into tradition. He looked 

Photo by Lisa Jacobsen (Lions Gate)

Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt)

continued on next page
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at the technologies for ships and weapons 
from all countries and chose those that 
would improve England’s standing in the 
world. 

What would have been your occupation 
if you had lived in medieval times? 

My medieval persona and occupations 
would have all been archery related. At 
the age of 12, I was an arrow runner at the 
Battle of Flodden, later I worked up to be-
come the Arrayer, the person who selected 
conscripts for upcoming battles. In this 
role I ensured all archers filling their duties 
of service were skilled. And finally I have 
“retired” to the position of arrowsmith.

Describe one of your SCA “moments” 
(a point when you were at an event and 
transported back in time)  

I have had two moments in the SCA 
where the suspension of modern time 
occurred. The first I was sitting on a fogged 
in archery range at 6am drinking coffee. 
As the ground fog lifted a row of Norse 
tents came into view. My first thought was 
how much trouble I was in. The second 
moment was during a Stranded Mermaid 
Tournament. We were preparing flam-
ing arrows by torchlight. There was an 
assembly line process ongoing with a tight 
deadline. The flickering light and the sense 
of urgency transported the entire job back 
to the middle ages. 

What is one of your favourite things 
about the SCA?

I just turned 57 and of that time I lived 
with my parents for 18 years, was in the 
military for 7, and in the SCA for every-
thing else. The SCA has been the greatest 
influence	on	my	life.	When	explaining	this	
to others, I say we can all benefit from a 
little more chivalry, courtesy, and honour 
in our lives. 

As for my favourite thing it would have 
to be the teaching and learning that is a 
constant part of my SCA life. I love the 
opportunities I have been given with Ithra 
and now TUTR to teach as well as the 
many archers I have taught over the years. 
So many of them have grown and even 
surpassed their instructor. 

continued from previous page

Greetings Tir Righ! I would like to intro-
duce you to the idea of equestrians at your 
events.

Some	may	think	that	this	is	difficult	or	“no	
one will want to ride”.  I am here to say that 
this is so not true.  Equestrians at events 
add pomp, ceremony and fun.  There is 
no way to describe the feeling of walking 
a site on horseback; it really brings out the 
“medieval” in our game.  Perhaps you have 
seen the picture of Duke Styrkarr, then 
King, at An Tir West War riding onto the 
war field.

There is no need to own a horse, or know 
how to play the equestrian games.  The 
Principality	Equestrian	Officer	and	the	Li-
ons	Gate	Equestrian	Officer,	with	the	help	
of other An Tir riders, have equestrian 
gaming equipment that can be brought to 
you.  Many people own horses and rentals 
are usually not a problem to find.

Equestrian in the SCA ranges from 
dressage type patterns in “Riding before a 
Prince”, to Mounted Archery, to Mounted 
Ground Combat, Military Drills and Foam 
Jousting.  Not to mention the fun “chal-
lenge” courses with prizes.

So how do you get this to happen?  First 
off, you need to hold an equestrian prac-
tice.  This is a one day thing, where the 
equipment and marshals come to you.  
The Branch provides access to horses, 
the site and the $50 insurance certificate.  

Throughout the day as many riders as 
possible will be warranted for general rid-
ing, mounted gaming and some speciality 
games such as mounted archery.  From 
there, getting someone in your area to the 
level of Senior Marshal will be a priority.

Once someone is approved to ride the 
games and given a green card, they are free 
to ride in any equestrian event within the 
Kingdom as well as other Kingdoms.  This 
can open many doors for those who are 

looking	for	something	new	and	exciting	
to do.

Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions at equestrian@tirrigh.org 

In service to the Dream from the  
Equestrian Arena, 

HL Cassandra Wineday of 
Newingate

Photo by Jamesredbeard (An Tir)

Horses at Your Next Event?
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YAFA Update

Greetings from Family Activities!

The	Youth	and	Family	Achievement	Office	is	still	accepting	both	
Families and Mentors. Please go to yafa.sca.org for more informa-
tion or to sign up. 

YAFA is a progression-based arts and activities program designed 
to teach medieval skills to youths across the SCA. With levels for 
age groups starting at five up through seventeen, the YAFA pro-
gram provides a common SCA-wide platform that would allow 
families	with	children	the	ability	to	explore	together	areas	of	their	
own interest while working with designated mentors. This pro-
gram guides and encourages young people and their families in 
seeking opportunities for involvement in the SCA. A specific aim 
of	the	YAFA	program	is	the	development	of	the	next	generation	of	
the Society’s artisans and craftsmen.

Families: It is important that you log into the system and assign 
the Tokens to your child so that they may be marked as “com-
pleted” and “released.” Once they are released, they will be sent 
to	the	Herald	for	placement	on	the	OP.	Only	Tokens	officially	
released will be sent to the Heralds.  

If you have questions regarding the process, or have trouble with 
the	system,	please	contact	your	local	officer	or	myself	for	assis-
tance – we are here to help!

Mentors: Events (camping, tourneys, demos. etc) are perfect 
opportunities to meet with youngsters and teach a section of a 
worksheet. Remember, worksheets for many Tokens can and 
should take more than one session to complete! 

An Tir has the strongest YAFA program in the entire Known 
World	–	we	are	the	example	that	other	Kingdoms	look	to	when	
they consider instituting the program. Huzzah!

En Service au Rêve, 
HL Thorgeirsson née LeFevre 
Kingdom Family Activities Coordinator 
familyactivities@antir.org

Shakespeare 
Acrostic
(21 lines)

Another day in fair Verona. 
Niceties	exchanged	from	clan	to	clan. 
Ophelia got real drunk last night. 
Took off her top and into the lake swam. 
Heard not of her today, or tomorrow perchance;  
Err not though upon this side of sanity. 
Remember the Prince’s last chance.  
 
But no, my good friend let us lunch 
And for a moment forget the night’s harm. 
Come instead into a world of wonder, 
Oberon’s dance will be a charm, and 
“Nobody that is anybody will be without an arm.” 
 
By the way Petruchio is back in town, 
Yonder lips have sworn this is true. 
Perhaps he will serenade dearest Kate, 
Remembering too late, the idea to rue. 
Or will Romeo step in upon this route 
Demanding Miranda’s sweet young hand 
Until he, is as well undone, in his careful plan. 
Come my friend let us lunch away the day. 
Tease me with your purse and the will to pay.

© 10 years ago, John MacAndrew
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Past Event Round-up

Heard in Passing
at June Coronet

“You have a bacon squire?  
I love Canada!”

 
– King Styrkarr Jarlsskald to Sir William  

of the Battered Helm on his re-taking  
Master Garet Doiron, OP as a squire.  

With thanks to Wulfstan for providing the quote.

Fjordland Rising: HH Tangwystl and Maminka the Bohemian award the 
prize for Arts & Sciences to Azra for her amazing entry on herbal insect 
salve. Photo by Alicia LeWilfulle (False Isle)

Lionsdale Champions: Seemingly unconcerned, our Crown Prince 
carries on a conversation at Lionsdale Champions while Wulfstan looks 
in terror at the darkening sky. Photo by Keelynge de Spenser (Lionsdale)

Ducal War: Warriors gather to protect (or steal?) the Keep at Ducal War.  
Photo by Aphreala Mackenzie (Krakafjord) Stranded Mermaid: Some young members of the populace take a turn 

at Thrown Weapons at Stranded Mermaid. Photo by Duchess Meagan 
(Seagirt)

Archers to the line! The Marksman of Seagirt tournament was just one of 
the many activities that took place at Seagirt Summer Tourney. Photo by 
Matilda verch Kynrick (Seagirt)
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Highlights from June Coronet
The Shire of Coill Mhor once again hosted another successful June Coronet with a variety 
pack of weather – rain, sun, wind, repeat – as we witnessed 26 fighters vie for the title of 
Prince. Viscount William MacBrennan and Viscountess Nadezhda Toranova won the day 
and  become our  29th Prince and Princess at August Investiture.

Clockwise from above: 
HL Garet Dorion swears his Oath of Fealty on the Orb of An Tir as 
he is entered into the Order of the Pelican. Photo by Duchess Meagan 
(Seagirt)
HL Kian O’Ruadhri swears his Oath of Fealty to the Queen as he is 
entered into the Order of the Masters of Defence. Photo by Duchess 
Meagan (Seagirt)
Viscount William MacBrennan wins the day and kneels before his 
soon-to-be Princess. Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt)
HM Styrkarr and Sir Phelan take advantage of a perfect evening for 
fishing at Tir Righ Coronet. Photo by Mistress Caitrin (Lions Gate)
Lists is not the most glamourous job at an event but it is what keeps 
the tournament moving forward. Tir Righ’s Lists volunteers are 
always on top of their game. Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt)
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Submitted by Taliesin ap Hafgan, Shire of 
Danescombe

The	term	‘pens’,	in	the	context	of	this	arti-
cle, is used loosely to designate any writing 
implement although pens as we recognize 
them did not appear until the 19th C.

It could be argued that the first ‘pen’ was a 
sharpened stone tool shaped by Cave Men 
to scratch pictures onto the walls of their 
caves. These pictures evolved and were de-
veloped into symbols representing words 
and sentences. Merchants ultimately used 
these pictographs on clay tokens which 
have been dated back to about 8500 BC. 
Over time pictographs slowly lost their 
picture detail evolving into abstract figures 
representing sounds in spoken commu-
nication. The alphabet appears between 
1700 and 1500 BC with the Greek alphabet 
appearing around 400 BC.

The Greeks developed a writing stylus of 
metal, bone or ivory to record information 
on	wax	coated	tablets.

For our purposes, Reed pens are the first 
implement designed, shaped and used as a 
writing implement. They were made from 
single straw reeds or lengths of bamboo 
and were commonly used on papyrus. 
Egyptians are well known for the use of 
reed pens on papyrus but they were also 
used by the Romans, Greeks and Hebrews. 
Reed pens were quite stiff and did not 
retain a sharp point for long which made 
them	difficult	to	use	on	parchment	which	
required a gentler touch.

The Romans ultimately created a reed pen 
from stems of marsh grasses that could be 

used on parchment, such as the jointed 
bamboo. In many ways this was a precur-
sor to the fountain pen, in that they cut 
one end into the form of a nib or point 
and then ink or other writing fluid filled 
the stem and by squeezing the reed forced 
fluid to be nib.

The quill pen, introduced around 700 AD 
dominated as the primary writing instru-
ment for over 1000 years. Goose feathers 
were most commonly used and the rarer 
Swan feathers for larger writing. Also used 
were crow, eagle, owl, hawk and turkey 
feathers. Generally it is the primary flight 
feathers, discarded by birds during their 
moult that were used for quills. Interest-
ingly right-handed writers preferred the 
left wing feathers because of the natural 
curve of the feather and the way it fits the 
hand. Hollywood showcased the ‘grand’ 
quill with all its full plumbed barbs but in 
reality the barbs were always stripped off 
completely or nearly completely, especially 
on the trailing edge. 

The quill barrel is generally cut to 6 or 7 
inches in length. When carefully prepared 
the slit does not widen (splay) through 
the wetting and drying of ink but retains 
its shape requiring infrequent sharpen-
ing. The barrel can be re-cut until there is 
either little left or it cannot be comfortably 
held in the hand. Quill pens were used to 
write the vast majority of period manu-
scripts. Primarily this was because the quill 
was much more compatible with parch-
ment and vellum. Also, the quill allowed 
for a finer letter to be formed allowing 
with manipulation the ‘thick and thins’ 
that comprise calligraphy and make it the 
art form that it truly is.

Today we all tend to use ‘dip’ or ‘nib’ pens 
but they really didn’t become common 
place until the 19th C. These consist of 
a metal nib mounted in a holder (wood, 
bone, metal and now plastic). I also have 
a dip pen made entirely of glass. Dip 
pens don’t have ink reservoirs and were 
‘charged’ by dipping the nib into an ink 
bowl or bottle. Modernly, dip pens are 
more often charged by using an eyedrop-
per or brush which allows better control 
over the volume of ink. 

The advantage of the dip pen (over 
the fountain pen) is it is better able to 
use waterproof, pigmented, or parti-
cle-and-binder based inks including India 
Ink, drawing ink and acrylic inks (which 
would seriously clog a fountain pen). 
Also dip pens are much more sensitive to 
variations in pressure and speed allowing 
for a far greater range in the thinness or 
thickness of lines. 

It should be noted that the earliest known 
split-nib metal dip pen is a surviving cop-
per-alloy pen found in Roman Britain (43 
– 420 AD). There have been other surviv-
ing all-metal, removable-nib pens from the 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance sug-
gesting that they were used alongside quill 
pens. They weren’t however commonly 
manufactured and used until the 19th C. 
John Mitchell pioneered mass production 
of steel pens in 1822. The Mitchell family 
is credited as being the first to use ma-
chines to cut pen nibs, which greatly sped 
up the process and allowed for their more 
common use.

References
Binder,	Richard	“To	the	Point:	Nib	Mate-
rials”

Binder,	Richard	“Nibs	1:	The	Basics”

Child, Heather (1985) “The Calligraphers 
Handbook”

Gottfriend Pott “A Look into the World of 
Calligraphy”, Linotype.com

Hanson,	Thor	(2012)	“Feathers:	The	Evolu-
tion of a Natural Miracle”

British Museum Collections “Pen, Split-
Nib – Romano-British Period”

London Museum Collections “Pen”

Feathers in stage of being made into quills.

Reed pens used in Calligraphy called Qalams 
in Arabic.

History of Writing Materials 
Part 2: Pens
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Highlights from July Coronation
For the first time in a very long time, July Coronation AS 52 was 
held in Tir Righ. Originally set to be hosted in Ramsgaard, the 
wild fire situation in the northern reaches of Tir Righ required a 
sudden change of site. The event team sprang into action like the 
Wonder Women they are, and seemingly effortlessly relocated 
the event to Albion Fairgrounds in Lionsdale. Here are just a 
few of the highlights from the event, starring our populace, with 
background provided by our fellow An Tirians. Unless noted, all 
photos were graciously provided by Duchess Meagan who has 
our gratitude for her ever-present camera and her amazing skill at 
capturing these moments.

His Grace Stykarr kisses the newest Duchess of An Tir, Her Grace 
Stjarna, as the Ducal ceremony concludes. Photo by Viscount Sir Kheron.

Malie Rennick is recognized for her contributions 
and prowess in the rapier world with a Sable 
Gauntlet.

Mistress	Desiree	and	her	extraordinary	event	team	receive	gifts	from	Her	Majesty	who	gave	
special thanks for their work in having to suddenly moved July Coronation to an alternate site 
on four days notice.

Isabel de la Vega is granted a Jambe de Lion.
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The Prince and Princess of Tir Righ in court. High, but tiny, standards! A light hearted moment in the Processional 
with TM Christian and Hélène. Earlier, in 
Styrkarr and Stjarna’s closing court, Brynmor 
received a Sable Gauntlet. Later, in the first 
Court of Christian and Hélène, Her Majesty 
awarded Tatiana with the Inspirational Consort 
award.

Above:	The	fighting	eric.

Left:	Viscount	Ulfgar,	our	
newest Raven of Tir Righ.

Lady Ylva Annarsdottir  
is initiated as Town  

Crier Pursuivant.
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by Seonaidh Norðmaðrdöttir, Shire of 
Appledore

Comfrey, also known as boneset, bruise-
wort, and knitbone has been used medici-
nally for thousands of years. In the Middle 
Ages (1275-1325) the word used for 
comfrey was ‘cumfirie’ and ‘conferye’. The 
earliest recorded use of comfrey was by the 
Ancient Greeks. Herodotus recommended 
it be used to staunch bleeding and later it 
was used for bronchial and gastrointesti-
nal problems. The Greeks also used it for 
remedying poisons, healing wounds and 
broken bones. In Rome, Pliny the Elder 
discovered that boiling the roots made a 
paste that could be used for sticking pieces 
of meat together. “The roots be so glutina-
tive that they will solder or glew together 
meat that is chopt in pieces, seething in a 
pot,	and	make	into	one	lump.”		The	Saxons	
used it for internal bleedings, ruptures, 
hernias and poultices. Swiss physician 
Paracelsus, (1493-1541 A.D.) said, “To 
what purpose do you superadde vinegar to 
the root of Comfrey,” he asked surgeons, 
“or bole, or suchlike balefull additaments, 
while God hath compos’d this simple suf-
ficient to cure the fracture of the bones?” 
The roots were gummy and could be 
spread on linen then formed around a bro-
ken limb or torn ligament to incur healing. 
Later, in the 17th century, the leaves were 
used as tea for “inward hurts and outward 
wounds and sores...” And William Turner 
(1568) said, “of Comfrey Symphytum, 
the rootes are good if they be broken and 
dronken for them that spitte blood, and 
are bursten. The same, layd to, are good to 
glewe together freshe woundes. They are 
good to be layd to inflammation.”

Comfrey was also used simply as food, 
tossed into soups and stews, and used 
for livestock fodder since it is so easy to 
grow. It should be noted that some species 
of comfrey have high amounts of poten-
tially liver damaging compounds called 
pyrrolizidine alkaloids. Even though this 
substance does not penetrate skin, it is 
illegal to sell skin products containing 2 
species of comfrey (Symphytum asperum 
and	Symphytum	x	uplandicum	)	in	Can-
ada that contain the pyrrolizidine alkaloid 

echimidine. This ban does not include the 
common	comfrey	or	Symphytum	officina-
lis, however one must prove that a product 
does not contain echimidine through 
lab testing, so basically, selling prepared 
products is prohibited unless one has the 
resources to do this testing. In Quebec, a 
group of herbalists have been fighting this 
ban at the government level since 2003. 
Many herbalists believe that it has a very 
low	toxicity	compared	to	pharmaceutical	
drugs. It is legal to grow and use comfrey 
at home and it is legal to sell the seeds 
and plants. Since the roots have at least 
10 times the amount of alkaloids that the 
leaves do, it is not recommended to use 
the roots. It is prudent to not use the tea or 
leaves for food for a long period of time or 
if one is pregnant or nursing. The contro-
versy over the safety of comfrey rages on 
but it is a fact that it has been used success-
fully for thousands of years as a medicine.

Comfrey is a demulcent, mildly astringent, 
mucilaginous	and	expectorant.	The	leaves	
are used in decoction for lung troubles and 
whooping cough, internal haemorrhage, 
and	the	whole	plant	is	used	externally	as	
a poultice for sprains, swelling, bruises, 
boils, abscesses, and broken bones. In 
fact, caution should be used in very deep 
wounds as it may cause the wound to heal 

over the surface too quickly, which could 
cause abscesses in deep tissues. Because of 
the controversy over the safety of comfrey, 
I don’t recommend its use internally.

It makes a wonderful salve and combined 
with other healing herbs, is a valuable 
herbal medicinal to have in the natural 
medicine cabinet. This healing salve is 
excellent	for	all	skin	issues,	such	as	bruises,	
cuts, burns and strained ligaments.

It	also	makes	excellent	fertilizer	for	fruit	
trees and other crops. Comfrey leaves 
are high in nitrogen, potassium, calcium, 
iron and trace minerals. When comfrey is 
growing, the long roots bring nutrients up 
from deep in the soil. The leaves decom-
pose quickly and are useful for making a 
compost “tea” or liquid fertilizer or simply 

Medieval and Modern 
Uses of Comfrey 

Photos by Seonaidh Norðmaðrdöttir (Appledore)
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laying the leaves down under fruit trees 
and letting them compost naturally.

Sources:
Dr.	Christopher’s	Herbal	Legacy.	http://
www.herballegacy.org/Ollman_History.
html

Nantahala	Farm	and	Garden.	http://www.
nantahala-farm.com/Comfrey-Symphy-
tum-history-references-s.shtml

A	Modern	Herbal.	http://www.botanical.
com/botanical/mgmh/c/comfre92.html  

Health	Canada.	http://www.cbif.
gc.ca/eng/species-bank/canadian-poi-
sonous-plants-information-system/
all-plants-scientific-name/symphytum-of-
ficinale/?id=1370403267023

http://www.encognitive.com/node/14770

Comfrey Salve
Comfrey leaf (I used dried leaves) 
Plantain leaf 
Rosemary leaves

Infuse the herbs in olive oil for a month 
at least, turning the jar upside down a 
few times every day. Use enough oil to 
cover the herbs in the jar.

Yarrow blossoms 
Lavender blossoms

Infuse flower blossoms in grape seed 
oil in a jar that is in a pot of warm 
water (or crock pot on low without 
lid) for at least 3 days.

After all the oils are finished, strain 
out through a piece of muslin. Then, 
gently	heat	with	pure	beeswax	at	a	
5	oil:1	wax	ratio	until	wax	is	incor-
porated. To keep from having to 
over-heat	the	oils,	melt	the	beeswax	
separately, then stir together over a 
double boiler. Do not let get hotter 
than	needed	to	incorporate	the	mix-
ture well. 

Lastly, you can add a few drops of 
vitamin	E	oil	per	cup	of	oil/beeswax	
mixture	to	help	preserve	it.	Stir	well.	
Pour into tins and cool.

Down the Rabbit 
Hole! Welcome to 
An Tir’s Culturewiki
Do you know what a wiki is?  
Did you know An Tir has one?
A wiki is a website anyone can edit. The 
purpose of An Tir’s wiki is to provide a 
way for the people of An Tir to cooper-
atively collect and describe our history 
and culture. The history of our Kingdom 
is not just one person’s memories, but all 
our memories together. The culture of 
our Kingdom is not the habits and prac-
tices of just one person or branch, but all 
of us together. 

The wiki contains so much great infor-
mation about the SCA in An Tir. There’s 
a Newcomers link that has pages on 
such things as advice for getting started, 
camp courtesy, garb and gold key and a 
really fun one on the Eureka Syndrome*. 
There’s a timeline for events of An Tir 
and history sorted by Society Year. Pages 
have been (or can be) created for people, 
households, branches, royalty, and guilds. 
If you look deeper on the People page, 
you’ll find not only individuals listed 
alphabetically, but also sorted by persona 
time and place. At a glance, the wiki is 
not a “pretty” site but don’t let the bare 
bones design dissuade you. I barely 

scratched the surface on the home page 
and found a treasure trove of stories and 
history about this game we play.

The thing about the wiki is that anyone 
can create a page or add to a person’s 
page. I randomly chose to look at Uilliam 
Drummond of Perth. Someone posted 
the following at the top of his page. “One 
of my fondest memories of him was at 
Kent Canturbury Fair where he would 
bring a large log and a bunch of chisels, 
kids from all over the fair would hang 
out and hack on the log at “Uillium’s 
sharp tool day care.” As I read further, 
I realized that Uilliam had passed away 
at some point, and nothing on this wiki 
was written by him, but instead captured 
a few memories from other people. 
He sounded like someone with a great 
sense of humour. I think I would have 
like him. Uilliam’s entry is linked to the 
Scroll of Honor – An Tir Remembers.  
As I clicked through this Scroll, I noted 
each entry had, at minimum, any awards 
listed they had received. I was struck by 
how even the most basic details painted a 
picture of An Tir’s populace.

Of course then I had to see if I had a wiki 
page and much to my surprise, I did! It 
listed many of my awards, and my fealty 
relationship. What is missing, and is for 
me to update, is my heraldry, personna 
story and anything else I want to add. 
Now that I’ve been poking around and 
seen what is possible, I’m intrigued to 
sign in and add some of my own stories 
to our Kingdom lore. 

*	Eureka	Syndrome	–	the	experience	of	being	
overwhelmed with a sudden interest in 
dozens of different aspects of SCA life and 
not knowing which to try first, or even where 
to begin. Arguably, this term could also 
apply to the moment that someone realizes 
that they have fallen in love with the SCA 
and wants to take up hobbies that fall within 
its scope. Characterized by the archetypal 
question “Why didn’t anybody tell me I 
could be having this much fun XX years 
ago?”	Aka:	“I	wanna	do	everything	NOW!!!”	

– Editor
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Seljug carpet fragment, 13th century

by Tatiana Alexievna, Barony of Seagirt

I recently set myself a little challenge to see 
if I could bring portray a traditional eastern 
art, a woven Turkish carpet, interpreted 
through a western artistic process. Below 
is an abbreviated version of my documen-
tation submitted for the Daffodil in any 
Medium contest at Seagirt’s Daffodil event. 
While the reproduction of the carpet was 
a great experience, at the end of the day I 
think a great deal of imagination is required 
to see my painted floor cloth as a Turkish 
carpet. 

My floor cloth is an interpretation of the 
traditional woven rug that might have 
been found in the Ottoman Empire in the 
16th century. I chose to paint it as I am not 
a	weaver.	With	the	exception	of	the	daffo-
dil [which comes from Portugal and Spain 
(Allen, 2017)], the design imitates the 
traditional motifs, designs and colors used 
during my Turkish personna’s time period. 
Painted cloth was a period Western tech-
nique but I found no evidence that painted 
floor cloths were used during my person-
na’s place and time. This floor cloth was 
created using Western European period 
techniques of painting on canvas using 

paint, stencils and hand painted detailing. 
It	is	a	standard	4	foot	x	6	foot	size.

Turkish carpets have been around for 
thousands of years. They were thought to 
be made and used by nomadic people to 
create floors for their tents and to keep 
warm at night. Woven on a vertical loom 
that could be dismantled easily and trans-
ported, carpets allowed people to avoid 
sacrificing their livestock for furs. The 
original carpets were rudimentary in de-
sign but over the centuries developed more 
complexity	in	materials,	colors	and	design,	
eventually becoming a sign of wealth and 
prestige. The most common fiber for the 
warp was cotton and for the weaving, it 
was wool from camels, goats, sheep and 
other livestock. In later periods, silk was 
used as was silver and gold embroidery 
floss.	Use	of	these	more	expensive	threads	
would have been used for carpets for the 
nobility and Royalty. (Nouri-Zadeh, 1998). 
A	standard	carpet	size	was	approximately	
4	ft	x	6	ft,	although	rarer,	larger	carpets	
as	big	as	10	ft	x	12	ft	did	exist.	(Kianush,	
1998)

Carpets were made in 3 styles; flat woven, 
pile woven and embroidered. Rugs were 
knotted using different techniques based 
on the region or country of origin. Turkish 
carpets were renowned for using symmet-
rical knots. 

Multiple borders with a central rectangle 
was also a common design in carpets pro-
duced in Turkey. 

Patterns were typically designed and used 
in a family for generations. The weaver 
worked from memory. One can tell where 
the rugs came from based on the designs 
and colors used.

Plant-based dyes were used to create a 
wide range of vibrant colours for dying. 
Indigo and henna were common and read-
ily available dyes. Red was obtained using 
madder although insect dyes like cochineal 
were	exported	from	India	and	used	where	
madder was not grown. Yellow came 
from onion skin and chamomile. Black 
was derived from oak apples and acorns. 

Green	was	a	mix	of	indigo	and	yellow	dyes.	
(Opie, 1992).

Painted Cloth
Painted cloth dates back to the 12th C in 
Western Europe, although cloth remnants 
have been found from other cultures 
dating back to the 6th and 7th centuries. 
(Eduljee, 2005). Painted cloth showed up 
as decorations in churches and homes, on 
clothing and as wall hangings to insulate 
and decorate homes. Painted cloth for 
floors	were	not	as	popular	but	did	exist.	
They	were	a	practical	and	inexpensive	way	
of covering swept dirt floors. There is not 
much primary evidence available but there 
is mention of painted cloth for both walls 
and floors in literature, household records, 
wills and other documents (Gordon, ND). 
Painted floor cloths and wall hangings 
were fashionable in royal palaces well into 
the 16th century and remained trendy with 
the merchant class as a decorative medium 
much later (Mander, 1997). 

Painted floor cloths were made by crafts-
men called painters and stainers (Mander, 

Painted Floor Cloth in the 
style of a Turkish carpet

continued on next page

Painted floorcloth in the style of a Turkish rug
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L. Brother Emrys, Barony of Lions Gate

Holy hell’s bells, Medieval Batman! That 
person over there (who shall remain 
nameless for the purpose of this article) 
did something amazingly awesome and 
deserves recognition of their inescapable 
awesomeness! You want to perform a 
dance, write a poem, sing a song, or even 
stand proudly amidst the roaring flames of 
the bardic fire and herald the tale of your 
inspiration in hopes that you too could 
melt their faces off like it was some kind 
of 10 minute long speed metal guitar solo, 
right?

Welp, cool. You got one of the hardest parts 
of doing the thing done – getting inspired. 
A lot of people actually snicker when I 
tell them that. Inspiration is easy to get, 
but doing something with it is on a whole 
other level. I couldn’t throw a weapon into 
a warfield and not bounce it off at least a 
half a dozen helms of people I find inspir-
ing, though that would be one hell of a 
trick shot. When it comes to writing and 
performing pieces about our inspiration, 
today we are going to look into perhaps 
one of my favorite words that the society 
embellishes – courtesy. It’s assumed every-
one, unless otherwise stated, is of a noble 
following. We often channel this by calling 
each other milord or milady at the very 
least. One thing that the SCA does well is to 
try and get everyone to put their best foot 
forward. Warranted, this doesn’t happen all 
the time, but it is a good starting point. 

Knowing that you’re inspired is a wonder-
ful thing. Telling your inspiration about 
it is also a wonderful thing, because then 
they know someone was watching, and 
good things usually come from it. You want 
to show a public form of appreciation for 
them, which is pomp and flattery to the 
receiver as much as it is a gift from the is-
suer of the awesome, that being you. Before 
you take to the stage, however, before you 
even take pen to paper to scribble out the 
mess of thoughts you have on it, remember 
to get permission from your inspiration. 
This has two positives. Firstly, it tells your 
inspiration that he or she (or if it’s a thing, 
get permission from it’s creator) has been 
noticed and has the potential to be immor-

talized in verse. Secondly, doing so means 
that you value their time and patience, and 
will usually be rewarded with the same.

So now you’ve got permission, and can now 
go do the thing you want to do, right? Well, 
almost. Once you have permission, you can 
fly off and write/choreograph/do the thing 
you want to do about your inspiration; ev-
erything up to, but not including, perform-
ing it. Again, referencing placing your best 
foot forward, you are doing the thing about 
someone else. As it sits, they are the target 
of your performance, and should ultimately 
have the final say on whether or not you get 
to do the thing or not, as it is their repu-
tation on the line. So perform it for them, 
and them alone. Get that feedback. If they 
like it, you’re home free to do/perform the 
thing you want to do. If not? That feedback 
became an invaluable asset for you to learn 
from	to	personally	improve,	and	the	next	
time will only get better. It would be a win-
win for you!

So get up, get inspired, get permission, get 
reviewed, and do the thing you want to do! 
I can’t wait to hear it.

Bad Bardic and Beyond
Common Courtesies to Performing About 
Others

Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt)

1997). Originally made of canvas, 
linseed oil, whiting and pigments, a 
painted floor cloth was waterproof, 
insect resistant and easily cleaned.

The use of stencils to create a repeat 
design was quite common by the 16th 
century. It is unclear where stenciling 
originated although many sources point 
to China. The Byzantines, Egyptians 
and early Islamic tribes were also early 
users of stencils. The first stencils would 
have likely been carved from soft wood. 
Thick paper would have been used 
much later. Stencils are often used to 
provide the basic design which can 
then be further embellished by hand. 
(Gromek, 2016) Motifs used included 
flowers and vines, animals, insects as 
well as geometric designs and copies of 
existing	tiles	and	floor	marquetry.

The range of colors available in Europe 
during the Middle Ages was wide-rang-
ing. The most common colours were 
red, blue, yellow, and green. Dyes came 
from plants and insects. 

For a copy of the full text and bibliogra-
phy, please contact the author directly. 
Enquires can be directed through chroni-
cler@tirrigh.org.

continued from previous page

One of the “Salting” group. Wool, silk and 
metal thread. Safavid period, about 1600.
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By Margaret Hamilton of Stirlingshire, Barony of Lions Gate

Embroidery stitches tips
Small stitches close together give a better visual result, unless it is 
part of the design the background fabric will not show through 
and muddy your image. For Opus Anglicanum it is integral to the 
finished product to have no show through.

Use good lighting, either natural or artificial.  I love sitting by my 
front window to embroider, it faces south south-west so lots of 
light	throughout	the	day.	Sufficient	lighting	allows	you	to	clearly	
see where you are placing the needle tip and helps avoid having 
to undo stitches. In period Embroiderers in a Guild would stop 
working	when	lighting	was	not	sufficient.

Unless you have amazing close-up vision use a magnifying glass 
attached to embroidery frame, or, when not using a frame, a head-
strap style works well. I only have the one style of magnifier so it 
attaches	to	my	shoulder	and	I	adjust	the	flexible	neck	accordingly.

If there is a mistake that can be seen remove it. You will be more 
satisfied with the result in the end if you correct it right away, and 
the time lost will be minimal. However, remember that you will 
know where all your errors are, but others will not likely notice 
them. Don’t sweat it.

Take your time. Rushed stitching looks that way. You can be a fast 
embroiderer but do not sacrifice quality for speed. One way that I 
control that in myself is set a goal for each stitching session. If I’m 
doing Opus Anglicanum style I can take an hour per square inch, 
so I set my goal accordingly. Or I might say that I’m completing 

this particular portion of the center leaf in couched stitch this 
session. Plan out your project so you have the appropriate amount 
of time to complete it.

Pick your stitch well for the area you are covering. Satin stitch 
should	not	be	used	to	cover	one	wide	area,	tension	is	very	difficult	
to maintain and stitches are usually not tight enough. Instead use 
long and short stitch which alternates the start and end point of 
each stitch. This creates a smooth finish to the area and com-
pletely fills it in. Conversely Stem stitch works well on narrow 
areas that wind and change direction.

Edges
If you are filling in an area that will be outlined in the final result 
complete filling in first, then embroider the edge. This neatens the 
look by allowing the outlining stitch to cover any small uneven-
ness in coverage.

To create depth use stem stitch to define the edge then stitch over 
the edge with long and short stitch (or satin). If you have an area 
that should look like it overlaps the other then define the top layer 
with the edge. The lower area that is overlapped should be stitched 
first and not used with the defining stem stitch.

Tension of stitch
Not only must the fabric be at even tension, so must be your 
stitches. If you pull some stitches tighter than others it will show 
as either baggy stitches or bunched fabric. To keep your stitches 
even use the same method for each stitch. Body memory is 
uncannily accurate and you will pick up on the differences quite 
quickly. 

Also, do not stretch your arm to pull through all the thread. If you 
are	having	difficulty	with	tension	in	an	area,	towards	the	end	of	a	
stitch grab the thread closer to the stitch and pull gently through. 
The stitch does not need to be super tight to stay in place.

If	you	are	doing	a	new	stitch	use	any	extra	fabric	to	practise	it	
prior	to	using	it	on	your	pattern.	You	can	experiment	with	the	
style, tension, and number of threads to ensure it matches your 
desired result. Edges on my frame often have sample stitches if the 
piece is not part of the whole. 

For further 
information 
or questions 
contact the 
author via 
Facebook at 
Margaret 
Hamilton 
OR Anser 
plumaria.

Example	of	use	of	Long	and	Short	
stitch to cover wide area – petal of  
lily.

Example	of	depth	by	using	Stem	
Stitch followed by filler stitch to 
create depth – lily stem.

Baroness Margaret’s Quick 
Hints and Tips 
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September Crown, Barony of 
Lions Gate, Sept 1-4
Event	Steward:	UlfR	Blodfotur	Fallgrson 
Camp McLean, Langley

Please join Their Majesties Christian and 
Hélène in Lions Gate as they host a grand 
tournament to determine who shall ascend 
the Lion Thrones as Their Heirs. Compe-
titions to choose the Kingdom Equestrian 
Champion and Kingdom Protector will 
also be at this event.

Event Fees - $25, $5 Member Discount; 
17 & under free. Make checks payable to 
“Barony of Lions Gate, SCA Inc.” The site 
open 12pm September 1 and closed 3pm 
September 4. The event schedule will be 
posted on the An Tir Events page soon.

Event Staff:

Event Steward - Duke UlfR Blodfotur 
Fallgrson - chris.grant@hall.net 
Deputy Event Steward - Mistress Isabella 
Lucrezia - lucrezia@shaw.ca 
Finance / Gate - Dame Elena de 
Maisnilwarin - elena.de.maisnilwarin@
shaw.ca 
MiC - Duke Ieuan Gower - ieuan_the_ 
awful@yahoo.ca 
Archery MiC - Archos Ts’ai T’ien-pu 

- jaime.tiampo@gmail.com 
Rapier MiC - Seamus McKinneach 
Equestrian MiC - HL Cassandra Wineday 
- joannesbrain@shaw.ca

A & S Coordinator - HL Argolia Rag-
nvaldsdtr - rabbit11@live.com 
Listfield Reservations - Mistress Isabella 
Lucrezia - lucrezia@shaw.ca 
Cabin Reservations - Dame Arianna 
Freemont - arianna_freemont@shaw.ca 
Group Land & RV Reservations - HE Aine 
Inghean Ui Chonchobair - events@tirrigh.
org 
Merchant Liaison - Dame Arianna 
Freemont - arianna_freemont@shaw.ca 
Royal Liaison - Countess Dalla - Tamara.
young2011@gmail.com

Odins Playground, Shire of 
Lionsdale, Sept 8-10
Event	Steward:	Thora	Golvik 
Albion Fairgrounds, Maple Ridge

Bring on the games! Bring on the 
fun! Bring on the challengers and the 
cheerers! Odin is calling for those who 
would be brave enough, strong enough, 
and cunning enough to become one of 
his chosen warriors to fight in the last 
days of Ragnarok. There will be games 

of skill in fighting, thrown weapons, and 
archery. There will be games of strength in 
field games. There will be games of cun-
ning and trickery in the evening time. A 
great potluck feast will be held in the eve-
ning, with songs and stories.  Come!  Be a 
part of the celebrations!  We welcome you!

•	Heavy	Fighters:  Holmgang	on	Saturday	
and a Hangover Tourney on Sunday

•	Long	Skinny	Sword	Fighters:	Tourney	
on Saturday and a Hangover Tourney on 
Sunday

•	Archery,	and	Thrown	Weapons:	
competitions to be announced

•	Combat	Archery:	Run	the	Gauntlet	and	
Wheel of Doom contests on Saturday 
will be confirmed

•	Games	of	Strength:	Field	games	on	
Saturday

•	Games	of	Cunning:  Kubbe,	board	
games, and Silly Viking games 
throughout the day on Saturday

•	Crafters	Skills: “What	every	good	Viking	
needs is a good...”. Competitors will 
create an item that fills in this essential 
blank in a Viking’s life. Documentation 
must	fit	on	both	sides	of	a	single	3x5	

Tir Righ & An Tir Fall Events

Dates Event Branch and Location(s)      See http://antir.sca.org/Upcoming/ for details.

August 2017
August 25–27  Tir Righ August Investiture  Barony of Seagirt, Victoria, BC

September 2017
September 1–4  September Crown Tournament  Barony of Lions Gate, Vancouver, BC
September 8–10 Odins Playground  Shire of Lionsdale, Fraser Valley, BC
September 15–17  The Trials  Barony of Lions Gate, Vancouver, BC
September 22–24  Tir Righ A&S/Bardic Championship  Principality of Tir Righ, Western BC, Northern WA
September 30  Forest Champions and Bent Bodkin  Shire of Coill Mhor, 100 Mile House, BC   

October 2017
October 6–9  Tournament of the Golden Swan Shire of Appledore, BC
October 14–15  Freeze Off  Shire of Ramsgaard, Kamloops, BC   
October 21  Baronial Banquet  Barony of Lions Gate, Vancouver, BC   
October 28  Fall Ball Horrors and Legends  Barony of Seagirt, Victoria, BC   

November 2017
November 3–5  Tir Righ November Coronet  Principality of Tir Righ, Western BC, Northern WA

Upcoming Event Summary
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index	card.	Due	to	site	restrictions,	
alcohol is not permitted as an A&S 
entry. Bring prepared entries to the 
covered picnic areas after opening 
ceremonies. 

•	Skalds	Skills: ‘Pepin	the	Short	Story’	
Challenge. Introduce yourself and 
present a Viking-appropriate story, 
song, joke, or other bardic piece 
under three minutes in total length. 
Competitors who go over time will be 
removed from the stage in a Viking-
appropriate	manner.	Extra	points	will	be	
awarded for period pieces and original 
works in period style, but any suitable 
performance could win. Documentation 
is not required.  Entrants, let your intent 
be known to Wulfstan before the feast 
begins.  Competition will take place 
during the feast.

•	Smorgasbord	Potluck	Feast:	Roasted	
Lamb and Pork provided by the Shire 
of Lionsdale.  Please bring a dish to 
share. There is very limited power on 
site, so cold dishes or dishes you can 
heat up at your own encampment would 
be best.  Populace will choose their 
favorite dish for a prize.  As Oak would 
say PLEASE NONE OF LAST YEAR’S 
LUTEFISK.  SVEN ATE IT AND 
HASN’T BEEN QUITE RIGHT IN 
THE HEAD SINCE!!!  Please include an 
ingredient list for those with allergies. 

•	Children’s	Activities:	To	be	announced	
on Saturday.  Looking for a volunteer or 
4 to run cabbage soccer and maybe one 
other thing.  Possibly a class on making 
butter will happen!

Site	Fees:	Adults	are	$20	($5	Member	
discount). Youth and children are free. 
Student and seniors discount available.

Site opens on Friday, September 8 at 3pm. 
Site closes on Sunday, September 10 at 
3pm.Schedule posted on the Kingdom 
Calendar and on the Facebook group

Site	Notes:

An Tir Leashed dog rules are in 
place.  Please pick up after your pets.

Please pick up after yourselves, too.  Gar-
bage containers on site.

This is a dry site.

Smoking permitted within your own 
encampments and on the gravel pathways 
only. No smoking around the games field, 
please.

Campfires permitted in raised braziers 
only if fire bans permit.

This site is a city park which means we 
may have mundane people walking 
through.  Please make sure that appro-
priate measures are taken regarding your 
children and your valuables.

Freeze Off, Shire of Ramsgaard, 
Sept 14-15
Event	Steward:	Conn	McRoy

Let it be known to ALL That on the Four-
teenth Day of October, Anno Societatus 
LII, Being the Common Year 2017, there 
will, in the noble Shire of RAMSGAARD 
be a GREATE Tournament and Feast to 
celebrate the Thirtieth Year of the famous 
Freeze-Off Tourney.

All are invited to come share in this 
momentous occasion, to enter the Shire 
Armoured Combat Champion’s Tourney, 
to enjoy the fun and fellowship of the Leg-
endary Wacky Weapons Tourney,

To match blades in the Frozen Lily Tour-
ney, to vie for the position of Arts and 
Sciences Champion

And as if that weren’t enough to thrill and 
sate the most jaded individual, there will 
also be a feast of Special Magnificence.

Come one and all, to the Shire of Rams-
gaard and join us in this Special Celebra-
tion to be held at the North Thompson 
Agriplex,	In	Beautiful	Barriere	BC,	also	
known as North Ramsgaard.

Site fee is $20 with a $5 member discount. 
Youth 17 and under are free entry. Feast 
tickets are purchased separately for $10; 
children age 10 and under receive free 
feast tickets. Free indoor camping, free 
outdoor camping, free RV parking, free 
washrooms, Free-ze Off!

Tir Righ A&S and Bardic 
Championship, Shire of 
Danescombe, Sept 23
Event	Steward:	Yrsa	Ketilsdottir 
Penticton United Church, Penticton

Their Highnesses of Tir Righ invite you to 
bear witness as A&S and Bardic candidates 
compete for a place as Their Champi-
ons.  In addition to the competitions there 
will be TUTR classes and space for both 
Rapier and Armoured fighting.  Mer-
chants are always welcome at no additional 

charge. Please register with the Event Stew-
ard for space.

There is a limited seat feast available by 
pre-purchase for $15.

Site will open at 9am (earlier for competi-
tors for set up) and will close at 10pm.

Site fee is $20.00 for adults with a $5.00 
member discount.  Attendees 18 years old 
and under are free.  Make checks payable 
to “Shire of Danescombe”

Updates and schedules will be posted 
on the Facebook event page and can be 
emailed to you directly if you do not have 
access to Facebook. 

Forest Champions and Bent 
Bodkin
Shire of Coill Mhor, Sept 30 
Event	Steward:	Asta	Eriksdottir 
Northwood Lodge, 5538 Northwood Rd, 
Lac la Hache, BC 

Feast, Heavy Champions tourney, Com-
bat Archery Champions Tourney (Bent 
Bodkin), Bardic Champion, and coveted 
Chivalry Championship. Cabins and 
camping spots can be reserved by calling 
Northwood Lodge at 250.396.7311. Fully 
serviced RV sites are available as well.

Tournament of the Golden Swan
Shire of Appledore, Oct 6-9 
Event	Steward:	Magdalen	of	Haphazard	
Manor 
Camp Boyle, 920 Fish Lake Rd,  
Okanagan-Similkameen (near  
Summerland)

Celebrate the 33rd Tournament of the 
Golden Swan. There will be lots of classes, 
contests, a rapier and a heavy tourney, bar-
dic competition and more, including the 
infamous Jawbone of the Ass. Class lists 
and information will be available closer to 
the date. We hope the ancient tradition of 
free-form bocce will break out.

This year, Golden Swan will be at Camp 
Boyle near Summerland, BC, which fea-
tures a large hall, indoor washrooms and 
showers, outdoor camping, and bunk-
houses! Site opens at 4 on Friday, closes at 
1 on Monday.

Saturday will feature Kienna’s catered feast. 
Advance tickets $15 for 12 and over, $20 
after September 30. Sunday is a potluck 
feast. Breakfasts and lunch will be for sale 
Saturday and Sunday.
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The site will be discreetly damp to dry. 
This is important.

There are motels and B&Bs in Summer-
land. The site is 20-25 minutes drive from 
Summerland on paved and unpaved roads, 
so plan accordingly. 

Gate	fees:	$30	for	a	long	weekend	of	
camping and merriment. $20 day fee. SCA 
Membership entitles you to a $5 discount 
at the gate. Minors are free when with par-
ents or guardians. Make cheques payable 
to the Society for Creative Anachronism 
Shire of Appledore.

For more information go to www.golden-
swan.org. The website will be updated as 
more details are confirmed.

Fall Ball Dance of the Dead
October 28, Seagirt

Event	Steward:	Athelina	Grey 
3281 Harriet Rd. Victoria BC (Eastern Star 
Hall) with fighting in Rudd Park 
Do you ever wish you could plan an amaz-
ing Hallowe’en party, but never have the 
time or the energy?

Well never fear, because this year we’re 
planning it for you! This is absolutely THE 
Hallowe’en party to be at this year!

Afraid of the dead coming back to life? 
Don’t miss out on our heavy and rapier 
fighting tournaments, featuring battles 
against the walking dead! And what better 
way to fight the walking dead than to 
blend in? There will be a contest for the 
fighter with the most ‘death-like’ armour.

Arts and Sciences more your thing? Dazzle 
us all by having your *persona* come in 
costume as something or someone that 
they’ve heard of in story or legend! There 
*will* be a costume contest. (Scholars will 
be available to help document costumes if 
they are contacted in advance).

There will be thematically appropriate 
classes! And games! 

During the evening, there will be a potluck 
and a tavern, with the evening culminating 
in a glorious masquerade/costume ball 
where you can dance until the evening 
ends, and where Seagirt’s new Sharking 
Champion will be chosen!

Come join us for Seagirt’s premier Hal-
lowe’en	party:	The	Dance	of	the	Dead!

Site opens at 10am, and closes at 11pm. 
Site	fee:	$20	with	$5	member	discount

Tir Righ Coronet

The Principality of Tir Righ is pleased to invite all those 
wishing to attend the tournament to choose our next 
Prince and Princess.

Shire of Hartwood, Nov 3–5 
Event	Steward:	John	MacAndrew 
Best Western Dorchester Hotel,  
70 Church St., Nanaimo

SCHEDULE PENDING

Registration Fee $25 (with $5 member discount), ages 0 to 18 are free. Merchant 
fee is $5 per space. 
 
Pre-event Gate at 8am Saturday for merchants, retinue, and event staff. Gate opens 
at 9am Saturday for the general populace. Site closes at 5pm Sunday 

Day food can be purchased from the onsite restaurant.

Room rates are pending and will be updated shortly.
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Awards Granted by 
Einar and Tangwystl
February 18 to August 5, 2017

Tangwystl verch Glyn (Seagirt)  Prince/Princess  Feb 18, 2017 (AS LI)
Ylva of Krakenford (Krakafjord)  Silver Sparkes  Apr 29, 2017 (AS LI)
Rose Ingen Laisre (Ramsgaard)  Cornucopia  Apr 29, 2017 (AS LI)
Katherine DeVere (Ramsgaard)  Silver Pillar  Apr 29, 2017 (AS LI)
Susan	of	Bellatrix	(Thornwood)		 Silver	Pillar		 May	6,	2017	(AS	LII)
Saikhan Naranaimorin (Thornwood)  Silver Pillar  May 6, 2017 (AS LII)
Megan Althea of Glengariff (Thornwood)  l’Etoile d’Argent  May 6, 2017 (AS LII)
Meresigha Stonegatta of Witham (Thornwood)  l’Etoile d’Argent  May 6, 2017 (AS LII)
James Irvein (Lions Gate)  Silver Pillar  May 13, 2017 (AS LII)
Lishinia Aurelia (Lions Gate)  Cornucopia  May 13, 2017 (AS LII)
Brother Emrys (Lions Gate)  Silver Lyre  May 27, 2017 (AS LII)
Ewan Mac Dubhglas (Unknown)  Hafoc  May 27, 2017 (AS LII)
James Llewellyn ap Gruffyd (Seagirt)  Cornucopia  May 27, 2017 (AS LII)
James Llewellyn ap Gruffyd (Seagirt)  Silver Lyre  May 27, 2017 (AS LII)
Caitrina inghean Andriasia (Lions Gate)  l’Etoile d’Argent  May 27, 2017 (AS LII)
Matilda verch Kynrick (Seagirt)  Silver Pillar  May 27, 2017 (AS LII)
Ragnvald Nohair (Fjordland)  Silver Pillar  Jun 3, 2017 (AS LII)
William MacBrennan (Seagirt)  Tanist / (ban-) Tanist(a)  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Nadezhda Toranova (Seagirt)  Tanist / (ban-) Tanist(a)  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
William of the Battered Helm (Lions Gate)  Blue Spear  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Isabeau Fiona the Archer (Lions Gate)  Blue Lily  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Rose Cam-beul (Lionsdale)  Red Flame  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Lishinia Aurelia (Lions Gate)  l’Etoile d’Argent  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Vikingr Eiricksson (Lions Gate)  Hafoc  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Taliesin ap Hafgan (Danescombe)  Cornucopia  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Topher Mackenzie of Seaforth (Danescombe)  Cornucopia  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Vladimir Andreivich Aleksandrov (Ramsgaard)  Hafoc  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Jadwiga Radomyskova (Thornwood)  l’Etoile d’Argent  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
UlfR Blodfotur Fallgrson (Lions Gate)  Silver Lyre  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Hella Hrafnsdottr (Danescombe)  Silver Pillar  Jun 10, 2017 (AS LII)
Brighid Inion Artair (Lions Gate)  Silver Pillar  Jun 17, 2017 (AS LII)
Oli inn Svikari (Cold Keep)  l’Etoile d’Argent  Jun 24, 2017 (AS LII)
Leif Sædiarfsson (Cold Keep)  Silver Pillar  Jun 24, 2017 (AS LII)
Kolfinna of Lion’s Gate (Lions Gate)  Silver Pillar  Jun 24, 2017 (AS LII)
Narfi (Cold Keep)  Silver Pillar  Jun 24, 2017 (AS LII)
Olwen of Llywell (Cáe Mór)  l’Etoile d’Argent  Jul 1, 2017 (AS LII)
Medb of Cae Mor (Cáe Mór)  Silver Pillar  Jul 1, 2017 (AS LII)
Ardwyad Irowerth (Cáe Mór)  Silver Pillar  Jul 1, 2017 (AS LII)
Wlfryð of Leedes (Cáe Mór)  l’Etoile d’Argent  Jul 1, 2017 (AS LII)
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Branches of Tir Righ
The Principality of Tir Righ is a branch of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc that encompasses most of the province of 
British Columbia, Canada and the very northernmost strip of 
Washington State, USA. We are a part of the Kingdom of An Tir.

Local groups are listed below by their SCA branch name. Visit 
your local branch’s website, or contact the Seneschal for more 
information about activities in your area.

Appledore (Okanagan Valley, South of Penticton) 
Seneschal:	Magdalen	of	Haphazard	Manor 
email:	mdefeo1	[at]	telus.net

Coill Mhor (100 Mile House, BC) 
Seneschal:	Asta	Eriksdottir 
email:	andiegiddings	[at]	gmail.com

Cold Keep (Prince George, BC) 
Seneschal:	Natal’ia	Volkovicha 
email:	natalia.volkovicha	[at]	gmail.com

Danescombe (Kelowna & Penticton, BC) 
Seneschal:	Yrsa	Ketilsdottir 
cristinplatt [at] gmail.com

False Isle (Powell River, BC) 
Seneschal:	THL	Constance	de	Montbard 
de-montbard [at] shaw.ca

Fjordland (Sunshine Coast, BC) 
Seneschal:	Theodora	van	Zeeland 
email:	seneschal	[at]	fjordland.tirrigh.org

Hartwood (Upper Vancouver Island, BC) 
Seneschal:	Aline	de	Seez 
email:	seneschal	[at]	hartwood.tirrigh.org

Krakafjord (Vernon, BC) 
Seneschal:	Baron	Master	Ljotr	Einarsson	OP	OL 
seneschal [at] Krakenfjord.com

Lions Gate (Metro Vancouver, BC) 
Seneschal:	HL	Morweena	of	House	Descardo 
email:	seneschal	[at]	lionsgate.tirrigh.org 
The Baron & Baroness of Lions Gate 
Their	Excellencies	Uilliam	mac	Fearchair	mhic	Gille	
Andrias and Caitrina inghean Aindriasa 
email:	baronandbaroness	[at]	lionsgate.tirrigh.org

Lionsdale (Fraser Valley, BC) 
Seneschal:	Katya	Zhdana	Volkova	Kievskaya 
email:	seneschal	[at]	lionsdale.tirrigh.org

Ramsgaard (Kamloops, BC) 
Seneschal:	Vladimir	Andreivich	Aleksandrov 
email:	seneschal	[at]	ramsgaard.tirrigh.org

Seagirt (Victoria, BC) 
Seneschal:	Aróc	ingen	Cormaic 
email:	seneschal	[at]	seagirt.tirrigh.org 
The Baron & Baroness of Seagirt 
Their	Excellencies	Conall	MacLagmayn	and	 
Lettice Talbott 
email:	baronandbaroness	[at]	seagirt.tirrigh.org

Thornwood (Bellingham, Whatcom County, WA) 
Seneschal:	Ulfgar	Thorvaldsson 
email:	sirulfgar	[at]	hotmail.com

Tir Bannog (Smithers, Terrace, and 
Kitimat BC) 
Seneschal:	Betha	of	Dawlish 
email:	cardinal5290	[at]	gmail.com

Alys Lakewood (Tir Bannog)  Cornucopia  Jul 1, 2017 (AS LII)
Brendan of Tir Bannog (Tir Bannog)  Silver Sparkes  Jul 1, 2017 (AS LII)
Theresa of Tir Bannog (Tir Bannog)  Silver Sparkes  Jul 1, 2017 (AS LII)
Christal of Tir Bannog (Tir Bannog)  Silver Sparkes  Jul 1, 2017 (AS LII)
Gwynneth App Gryffan (Cáe Mór)  Silver Pillar  Jul 1, 2017 (AS LII)
Melles Aniko (Hartwood)  l’Etoile d’Argent  Jul 8, 2017 (AS LII)
Cunegonda of Hartwood (Hartwood)  Hafoc  Jul 8, 2017 (AS LII)
Ulf Haraldsen (Lions Gate)  l’Etoile d’Argent  Jul 8, 2017 (AS LII)
Harold of Hartwood (Hartwood)  Hafoc  Jul 8, 2017 (AS LII)
Ulfgar Hjartar Bani Thorvaldsson (Thornwood)  Raven of Tir Righ  Jul 15, 2017 (AS LII)
Falco di Lucio (Krakafjord)  l’Etoile d’Argent  Aug 5, 2017 (AS LII)
Gustav Man Lorne (Krakafjord)  Silver Pillar  Aug 5, 2017 (AS LII)
Elspeth Selwode of Wilton (Lionsdale)  Cornucopia  Aug 5, 2017 (AS LII)
Taranis Darius Bolverka (Fjordland)  Prince’s Favour  Aug 5, 2017 (AS LII)
Taranis Darius Bolverka (Fjordland)  Princess’ Talon of Favour  Aug 5, 2017 (AS LII)
Conn McRoy (Ramsgaard)  Prince’s Favour  Aug 5, 2017 (AS LII)
Conn McRoy (Ramsgaard)  Princess’ Talon of Favour  Aug 5, 2017 (AS LII)
Ander the Red (Tir Righ)  Red Flame  Aug 5, 2017 (AS LII)
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An Tir Majesties
 King and Queen of An Tir:  
Christian Bane and  
Hélène d’Anjou 
king [at] antir.org and  
queen [at] antir.org

Tir Righ Highnesses
Prince of Tir Righ:  
William mac Brennan  
email:	prince	[at]	tirrigh.org

Princess of Tir Righ:  
Nadezhda Toranova 
email:	princess	[at]	tirrigh.org

W. & E. McGuire  
30–250 Russell Street  
Victoria, BC V9A 3X2

Principality 
Champions
Heavy Champion  
(Guardian of the Spear, Scourge of Tir Righ) 
Viscount Kerrigan Na Traga (Fjordland)  
email:	scourge	[at]	tirrigh.org

Rapier Champion  
(The Guardian of the Rapier, The Scar of 
Tir Righ) 
HL Seamus McKinneach (Lions Gate) 
email:	scar	[at]	tirrigh.org

Archery Champion  
(Guardian of the Bow, Scorer of Tir Righ) 
Thomas Lackland of Appledore 
(Appledore) 
email:	scorer	[at]	tirrigh.org

Arts & Sciences Champion 
(Scholar of Tir Righ) 
Vacant

Bardic Champion  
(Guardian of the Horn, Skald of Tir Righ) 
Brynja Kortsdottir (Lions Gate) 
email:	skald	[at]	tirrigh.org

Principality Officers
Seneschal 
HL Alessandra Lucianna Giancomo 
(Christina Grant) 
calendar [at] tirrigh.org

Calendar Deputy 
HL Elene deVere 
calendar [at] tirrigh.org

Events Deputy 
Baroness Aine inghean ui Chonchobhair 
(Sally Mennill) 
events [at] tirrigh.org

Minister of Family Activities 
Position vacant 
family [at] tirrigh.org

Exchequer  
Dame Elena de Maisnilwarin 
(Elaine McMillan) 
exchequer	[at]	tirrigh.org

Herald 
HL Garet Doiron 
(David Sharpe)    
herald [at] tirrigh.org

Earl Marshal 
HL Warwick Drakkar  
(Sean Penney) 
marshal [at] tirrigh.org

Archery Marshal 
Conn McRoy  
(Stephen Cole) 
archery [at] tirrigh.org

Rapier Marshal 
HL Ewein Whowood 
rapier [at] tirrigh.org

Cut and Thrust Marshal 
Vacant 
rapier [at] tirrigh.org

Equestrian Marshal 
HL Cassandra Wineday of Newingate 
(Joanne Loney) 
equestrian [at] tirrigh.org

Youth Armoured Combat Marshal 
Viscount Kheron Azov  
(Richard Bertrand) 
yacmarshal [at] tirrigh.org

Minister of Lists 
Countess Dalla in Fagra 
lists [at] tirrigh.org

Chronicler 
HL	Tatiana	Alexievna 
(Kimberley Stratford) 
chronicler [at] tirrigh.org

Minister of Arts and Sciences 
Master Iain Guthrie 
(Chris Auld) 
artsci [at] tirrigh.org

Chatelaine 
Duchess Meagan ferch Meredydd 
(Kimberly Grigg) 
chatelaine [at] tirrigh.org

Scribe 
Mistress Sionann in Ui Fhlaithbheartaig 
(Sheila Wright) 
scribe [at] tirrigh.org

Keeper of the Seal 
HL Eleanor Odlowe  
(Ashley White) 
seal [at] tirrigh.org

TUTR Governor 
Mistress Ceara inghean ui Mhadadhain 
(Cassandra Caunce) 
tutrgovernor [at] tirrigh.org

Webminister 
Baron Uilliam mac Fearchair mhic Gille 
Aindrias  
(Mark Hood) 
webminister [at] tirrigh.org

Royals, Champions, and Officers of Tir Righ

This is the Fall 2017 issue of the Northern Sentinel, a publication of the Principality of Tir Righ of 
the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). It is not a corporate publication of SCA, 
Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright © 2017 Society for Creative Anachro-
nism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, 
please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. 
Please respect the legal rights of our contributors. The Northern Sentinel can be found online at 
http://tirrigh.org/newsletter.php.

Tir Righ Chronicler, Northern Sentinel: 
HL	Tatiana	Alexievna	 
(Kimberley Stratford) 
778-679-7116 
chronicler [at] tirrigh.org

Thank you to all our contributors!


