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Tir Bannog hosts June Coronet
Welcome to Tir Bannog, Tir Righ’s most northern, and one of her
smallest branches. Tir Bannog, which means “Land of the Peaks”
holds the borderlands of Tir Righ safe from the advancing Avacalian hordes. The branch held its first event, Feast of St. Crispin’s,
in 1996, under the sponsorship of the Shire of Ramsgaard. Tir
Bannog became a branch in her own right in 2001. This is the first
time this shire has hosted a Principality event.

event where their Defenders of Rapier, Arts & Sciences, Brewing
and Bardic are chosen. Perhaps better known, is their Fields of
Gold event in early July. Held at their fully functional medieval
village, this event chooses Defenders in both Heavy fighting and
Target Archery. The village itself was recognized as a Royal Sanctuary in 2009 and received its own Royal Charter from the hands
of Prince and Princess Tir Righ, Raknar and Chiara.

While the shire hosts many fun and informal gatherings, the
Feast of St. Crispin’s has become one of two major events regularly hosted by this branch. Typically held in late October, it is the

Putting together a Principality event is no small feat, and this
branch has grandly risen to the challenge. Thank you Tir Bannog
for hosting this event, and for all you add to our great Principality.

The Northern Sentinel, Principality of Tir Righ, Kingdom of An Tir

2   Summer 2018 / AS LIII

Words from the Storm Thrones
Vikingr and Lishinia
Greetings unto Our populace of Tir Righ,
As We near the midpoint of Our reign, His Highness and I are
pleased to have the chance to address Our glorious Principality
once again. First and foremost in Our thoughts, We need to thank
all those generous and kind individuals who have helped Us get
this far. It takes an incredible amount of work from a surprising
number of people to stage a reign, and We would be nothing without the dedication of all those involved.
From the Scribes who make our charters, of whom there are
many, to the people who have volunteered their time at events
to serve as Our retinue, to those who work tirelessly behind the
scenes, this reign would not be possible without all of you. Every
time We travel to an event and are faced with the spirit of Our
people, We are reminded how lucky We are to live in Tir Righ.
His Highness and I will be travelling ever further afield in the
coming months, from Fjordland to Tir Bannog, and We are anxious to reward those of Our people performing works of service,
martial prowess, artistry, and entertainment. If you know of one
such gentle in your shire, please recommend them to Us so we
may award them appropriately. We look forward to meeting you
as Our progress continues.
We also look forward to meeting Our Heirs. This June, in the far
reaches of Tir Bannog, the Coronet tourney will be held to determine the next Sovereigns of Tir Righ. We hope to see as many
of Our populous there as possible to witness this great event and
celebrate with Us.
Always in Service,
Vikingr and Lishinia

Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt)

From the Seneschal’s Desk
Hey Tir Righ!
Things are changing! Sometimes that
change can be slow and sometimes the
changes occur quickly. Either way it’s been
fun to be along for the ride! I look forward
to all the changes that are still to come.
Officer resources have been updated –
check the kingdom pages to see what new
forms/publications have been updated for
your office.

Photo by Thalia de Maccuswell (Madrone)

Not that long ago we rolled out a new
email system for Principality officers. Now
branches have Office 365 as well! This
makes organization and passing along
information to our deputies that much easier! It is a great way to ensure information
is kept on record and won’t be lost in the

paperwork shuffle of officer change overs.
Thank you to the Kingdom team who
rolled this out for all of An Tir.
War is coming!! Hone your skills and rise
to aid your Principality in our epic battle
against Avacal! July 27th-29th we meet
in Salmon Arm BC to fight the Gryphon
horde. If you would like to volunteer or
lend your support in some way please let
me know! Happy War!
Remember your Principality offices are
here to help! Have a question but not sure
who to go to? Drop me a line and I’d be
more than happy to assist.
 lessandra Luciana Giancomo
A
Seneschal Tir Righ
seneschal [at] tirrigh.org
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PRINCIPALITY EVENT
From
the Desk FEES CHANGE
of the
Exchequer
Greetings Tir Righ,

Beginning with June Coronet 2018, the Event Registration Fee for SCA Members at Tir
Righ Coronet and Principality Events will rise from its current $20 per adult member to
$25 per adult member. Attendance for minors (those 18 and under) will remain free of
charge. The $5 Senior Discount and the $5 Student Discount are unchanged.

Tir Righ’s Student Discount and Senior
Discount, implemented in 2017, apply to
Principality and Coronet events except for
AT War when hosted by Avacal.
Branches may choose to follow the example, but are not required to do so.
Adults attending an event for which the
discount is eligible may claim as follows:

At February Investiture, the Principality Financial Committee finalized the 2018 budget; with an anticipated loss of over $6,000 it was apparent that Tir Righ needs to reduce
expenses and increase income. The Event Registration Fee increase was discussed during
Curia. As is the case with Kingdom’s fee change, we realize this step increases the burden
for the average citizen of Tir Righ in attending the most important events in the Tir Righ
calendar.
Tir Righ’s income comes from profit sharing from the Coronet and Principality Events,
along with fundraising efforts. In 2017, we had event profit sharing income of $5,806.75
and fundraising income of $1,390.63. Our expenses included:

Seniors: present valid government issued
ID, confirming your age as 65 or older

•

Upkeep of Tir Righ assets, e.g., cleaning the Coronets - $285.50

Students: prevent valid Student ID, from
an accredited education institution, confirming full-time student status

•

Royal Travel within Tir Righ and An Tir - $3,185.28

•

Royal Travel outside of An Tir - $1,373.72

•

Teamster travel in hauling Tir Righ’s equipment, e.g., the pavilion to events $839.27

•

Greater Officer Travel to the Principality Events - $2,309.59

•

General Supplies to keep the Principality operating, e.g., office supplies, scribal
supplies, award tokens, etc. - $511.91.

Please note that an adult may claim the
Seniors Discount OR the Student Discount
- not both.
Either the Seniors Discount or the Student
Discount may be claimed in conjunction
with the SCA member discount.
The following examples are for a Coronet
event where the event registration fee is
$25 for adult non-members, with a $5
discount for adult SCA members.

In 2015, the Principality had a positive cash flow of $690.47. 2016 also had a positive cash
flow of $589.58. In 2017, there was a net loss of $1,993.69. For 2018, we are anticipating a
very significant loss of $6,342.50.
If we continue as we are, frankly, Tir Righ would be broke within 5 to 6 years.

$25: Adult non-member

We realize that this increase is not something anyone wants to see, and it was not a step
we took lightly.

$20: Adult non-member with the Student
Discount

If you have any questions, please contact myself or Her Ladyship Alessandra (Principality
Seneschal).

$20: Adult non-member with the Seniors
Discount: $20

Thank you,

$20: Adult member with proof of SCA
membership
$15: Adult member with proof of SCA
membership, with the Student Discount
$15: Adult member with proof of SCA
membership, with the Seniors Discount
To claim the $5 SCA member discount,
adult attendees must provide proof of their
SCA membership.
Dame Elena de Maisnilwarin
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Exechequer [at] tirrigh.org

Dame Elena de Maisnilwarin, OP
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Principality of Tir Righ
Exechequer [at] tirrigh.org
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Castellan’s Corner
When I took on this job I said I would try
to improve the recruitment and retention
of members in the Principality. Interesting
thing is, as Principality Castellan - yes
that’s the “masculine” form of the word,
“chatelaine” - I can have little direct effect
on this effort. Finding and bringing in of
new members falls to the branches, their
Chatelaines and, as is so often mentioned,
every member of our Society. Generally
we do all right recruiting members. Maybe
that could be improved but right now I
want to talk about the second part of my
responsibilities.

Photo by Duchess Meagan, Seagirt

Retention of members is more problematic. My first event was in 1985 and though
my lady and I took a long break to raise
children, I have never seen or heard of any
retention programs. I have been some-

what isolated on Insula Magna for sure
and perhaps there have been some efforts
and I just haven’t heard of them. So I ask
all of you out there reading this: please
send me any thing you have on retention
programs. Local or from other kingdoms,
anything that has been done to encourage
and support returning members. I would
also ask that anyone with experience of
other groups who have found ways to
keep members on the rolls contact me.
If your scout troop or Kiwanis Club did
something that worked I’d love to hear
about it. Send an email with such thoughts,
suggestions, etc, to chatelaine@tirrigh.org.
Thanks in advance for helping build our
future.
Ned Holgrove
Tir Righ Castellan

Tir Righ Heraldic Submissions
These names, devices,
and badges from Tir
Righ were passed by the

Aspasia Bevilacqua.
Name and device. Azure,
a rabbit salient and an owl
respectant Or, on a chief
dovetailed argent a stick
shuttle threaded gules.

Jerrick Elle. Name and
device. Checky argent and
sable, on a torteau a comet
argent.

Gizela of Nitra. Name and
device. Argent, a winged
fox courant gules, a bordure counter-ermine.

Ulfa Andarsdottir. Name
and device. Per fess azure
and lozengy argent and
sable, in chief a serpent
nowed and a bordure Or.

Conchobar Bernach.
Name and device. Per
chevron sable mullety
argent and vert, in base a
boar rampant argent.

College of Heralds from

Esa inghean Alasdair.
Name and device. Argent,
a domestic sea-cat maintaining an arrow bendwise
sinister inverted sable, on a
chief vert three triskelions
of spirals argent.

November 2017 –
January 2018.

Sadhbh Bheag inghean
Toirrdhealbhaigh. Name
and device. Argent, an
ounce sejant azure and in
chief three roses proper.

Athelina Grey. Device.
Azure, a decrescent argent
within a bordure ermine.

Lions Gate, Barony of.
Order name Order of the
Golden Dandelion.
Lions Gate, Barony of.
Order name Award of the
Loat.
Beorn Bjólfsson. Name
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Proust Questionaire
In our next installment of getting to know
the populace of Tir Righ, we are happy to
introduce you to Malie Rennick of Lions
Gate and Halima al-Rakkasa of Hartwood.

What is one of your favourite things
about the SCA?
The amazing connections we have worldwide, whether it’s for the martial arts,
research, friendships or fealty.

Malie Rennick

Halima
al-Rakkasa

(Lions Gate)

(Hartwood)

Photo by Alessandra Luciana Giancomo
(Lionsdale)

Tell us a bit about your persona and why
you chose it.
Malie Rennick is a mid-lower class Irish
Woman from southwestern Ireland (from
around 1588-1590). She’s a devout Catholic, and vehemently anti-English, as her
parents were killed at the Siege of Smerwick in 1580.
Who is your favourite historical figure
from the Middle Ages?
Sir Walter Raleigh and Queen Elizabeth I.
What would have been your occupation
if you had lived in medieval times?
A wife/mother honestly. If I’d been a
widow I would have likely taken over my
husband’s business/trade.
Describe one of your SCA “moments”
(a point when you were at an event and
transported back in time)
Sitting around a fire, listening to a good
friend tell stories from the early days of the
SCA. The warmth of the fire and camaraderie of my friends was perfect, with
nothing modern in sight.

Photo by Aspasia Bevilacqua (Hartwood)

Tell us a bit about your persona and why
you chose it.
Isme, I am, Halima al-Rakkasa. The memory of my early years is clouded with time
and pain, though I believe I was born near
Lake Van. From herding goats and learning my mother’s trade, after the raiders
came, I found my way through the trade
routes to Dimashq, and now dwell on the
outskirts.
I fell into my persona when I was lured
in by, “There is dancing!” Not knowing
what to wear, I was reminded that my belly
dance wardrobe included a folkloric outfit.
Instant persona! Of course, dancers are
rather low in status, but remarkably free in
many ways. The culture of the Near East
has interested me for a long time, so it was
easy to stay with it. I do admit to having
other personae that come out for specific
purposes/audiences; even they are a little
socially troublesome.

Who is your favourite historical figure
from the Middle Ages?
I don’t know that I have a favourite
historical figure. On the other hand, I
admire those who wrote for posterity,
whether cookbooks or history books, and
those who acted for humanity, such as in
the building of hospitals and centres of
learning.
What would have been your occupation
if you had lived in medieval times?
Halima, with no father, brother, husband,
or son to rein her in, makes her way
through life by whatever means necessary.
Dancing is the most obvious, but she also
tells fortunes, and sells her handwork as
any proper woman.
Describe one of your SCA “moments”
(a point when you were at an event and
transported back in time)
It was morning, and the sun was yet young
as its light pushed its way through the
trees. Voices were mere murmurs in the
distance. The dew was fading, and the day
promised heat. Across the path from my
tent was a stand of trees and bushes that
hid what later proved to be another path.
Sounds came down that path: low urgent
voices; and the clink and clank of armour
and weapons. They approached, then sunlight glinted and flashed off their armour,
and all sounds faded as they passed. I had
to remember to breathe again.
What is one of your favourite things
about the SCA?
The people: those who believe chivalry
and courtesy must live on in them; those
who study for the joy of it and share that
learning to bring greater joy; those who
use their own hands and ingenuity to bring
the trades and skills of history back to life.
People in the SCA have introduced me
to activities that I would not otherwise
encounter, and opportunities to learn skills
that are hidden in the modern world. And
these people with their welcoming hearts.
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Ask Uncle Vlad
Ah, my Loyal readers, well met! No
matter how often Uncle Vlad fills your
goblets to overflowing with the nectar
of wisdom, still you thirst for more. By
the way, you have a little knowledge on
your chin. Wipe that off and cleanse your
palate, for the mead of enlightenment is
a heady brew, and Uncle Vlad is about to
tap the keg.
Today’s question comes from the far-off
land of North Sentinelia.
Dear Uncle Vlad,
I have heard that there is some sort of traditional code or set of
behaviours that Knights should aspire to uphold, and be examples of. Could you favour us by sharing your vast font of knowledge about this?
Notta Nedditore
North Sentinelia, Tir Righ
Notta, there is indeed such a collection of qualities that Knights
were expected to be exemplars of, both in literature and in life.
These are collectively known as the Chivalric Virtues, and they
are indeed words to live by in these Current Middle Ages as well,
being standards of behaviour that we would all do well to emulate,
for the most part.
If you want a detailed examination of these virtues, you should
consult one or more of the classic works on the subject: Raymond Lull, Geoffrey de Charnay, Chretien de Troyes, Baldasarre
Castiglione. Maurice Keen is a decent modern source. There are
many others as well, and all of these works discuss the virtues and
qualities which were expected of a Knight.
There is no single authoritative list of these Virtues, but many
authors held elements in common, and for our purposes today we
shall consider a list of seven Chivalric Virtues:
• Prowess
• Courage
• Honesty
• Loyalty
• Generosity
• Courtesy
• Franchise
Seven is a handy number, harkening to the Christian Seven
Deadly Sins and Seven Heavenly Virtues. Seven items are also
fairly easy to remember, without the list becoming ponderous. So
let’s work with seven, shall we? We shall examine each in turn.
PROWESS
Well, that certainly seems to be straightforward. Prowess is
primarily about skill at arms. You can’t become a Knight without
being pretty darn good at the fighting stuff. In the SCA, even if

The Northern Sentinel, Principality of Tir Righ, Kingdom of An Tir
and when a candidate possesses all the other virtues (or Peer-Like
Qualities), the prowess is the key element that maketh a Knight.
It’s kind of important. Chivalry is a military concept and The
Chivalry is a military order. This quality is also noteworthy in that
it is the one virtue that is not about personal character, but instead
is based on ability. It is indeed possible to exhibit great prowess upon the field, yet be lacking in other qualities - thus, while
Prowess does indeed have a singular prominence in the Knightly
Virtues, it cannot stand on its own without the other virtues supporting and tempering it.
There is another aspect to prowess that applies both in the historic
literature and in the SCA. That aspect is renown, or word fame.
It matters not how skilled you are in battle if nobody else knows
about it. Your prowess is linked to your fame and reputation - you
ideally need both in order to be a Knight. Uncle Vlad may be the
best fighter in the Knowne Worlde (spoiler: he isn’t), but if he
doesn’t travel and show off and make his name known, he will
never become a knight. It is not enough to be totally awesome;
you also have to be recognized as being totally awesome.
COURAGE
Historically, this one is pretty simple. It would be hard to be
knightly if you ran screaming every time you faced danger. Lull
thought that courage was more important than prowess, since
courage was a quality of the soul, not the body. To be willing to
risk death in battle, for love, honour, or chivalry itself, is a pretty
big deal. Presumably risking death for money or land was not
considered to be quite as virtuous.
How does this apply to the SCA, since we do not actually risk
death on the field? Uncle Vlad would say that knightly courage
in the SCA is more about moral courage, than physical courage.
Okay, you can’t (generally) die on the field in the SCA, so you
don’t have to fear that, but you can lose. Fear of losing is a very
real thing in our game, and how we deal with losing speaks loudly
about our character. Accepting defeat with grace and honour,
avoiding taking unfair advantage, acknowledging a blow - these
are signs of courage in SCA combat. Honourable defeat is greater
than tainted victory, even if the prize at stake is the Crown. Especially if the prize at stake is the Crown.
Also courage in the SCA can take the form of being true to your
beliefs, in standing up for what you believe is right and honourable, even if it is unpopular. Having the courage of one’s convictions is more than just a phrase - it is a way of life and one of the
Chivalric Virtues.
HONESTY
More than just not telling falsehoods, true honesty is a virtue. It
includes honesty to self as well as to others, in both thought, word
and deed. We say let our word be our bond - if we say a thing
shall be done, it should be done. Honesty and honour both come
from the same Latin root, honus, and as a result are tied closely
together. A Knight should not lie, bear false witness, or obfuscate
the truth in any way. They should not allow themselves to be
blinded by the lure of reward or glory that they fail to see clearly
and uphold that which is true. To be untrustworthy is a rapid path
to losing honour and reputation in the SCA.
Be True. There’s not much more to add to this.
LOYALTY
Loyalty shares much terrain with honesty, but also occupies its
own unique turf as well. Being loyal includes being honest, to be
continued on next page
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please and support them. It would indeed
be knightly for our knights to do the same.
However, material gifts are not the sole
sure, but also involves an aspect of faithfulaspect of generosity.
ness and support to others.
Being generous with one’s time and
A knight must be loyal to their Lord, to
attention is probably even more valuable
be sure, and in the SCA this means the
than material goods. Clearly a knight has
Crown. The oath of fealty a knight swears
a mandate to train others in the knightly
is one that is not to be taken lightly. The
arts, for this is how the skills and virtues of
responsibilities and obligations that are
chivalry are propagated and flower. Simiinvolved in the knightly oath to the Crown
larly, it is knightly for one to be unstinting
might possibly be the most important and
in their praise of others. A kind word of
significant oath and bond in the
support or encouragement to anSCA, exceeded perhaps only by
other, coming from a Knight, can be
the bond of fealty between Knight
a great boon, and well-remembered
and Squire.
long after. Uncle Vlad will share a
Loyalty means supporting the
personal anecdote with you. Many,
person to whom you are in fealty,
many (many!) years ago, when Unbut it also works the other way,
cle Vlad was a young newbie fighter,
and one has even greater responhe was at a Crown Tourney and in
sibilities towards those who are
a quiet period of the day, was in his
in fealty to you. Faithless indeed
encampment, doing slow work with
is the Lord who spurns their
his brother squire. A knight hapsubjects. It is not for nothing that
pened to wander by and, seeing two
no oath of fealty is one way - when
young fighters practicing, immedione swears fealty to the Crown,
ately came up and started talking to
they always respond with “and we
us. He then spent a good half hour
for our part do....etc etc”. Fealty,
working with us, giving us tips and
and the loyalty at its core, is a twohelping us with our technique, and
way street. Either side violates it at
generally talking stick. This knight
their peril.
had no particular reason to stop and
help out a couple of young punks
But loyalty is about more than just
that he had never seen before. But
fealty ties. One must also be loyal
he gave of his time and experience,
to one’s love, one’s friends, and
and that generosity has never been
also one’s ideals. Loyalty to one’s
forgotten.
love is the subject of many a mediaeval tale, as well as the horrible
Another aspect of generosity is
consequences that often befall
being generous in our treatment and
those who break that loyalty. Ask
opinion of others. It is knightly to
Lancelot how well it went for him.
assume the best intentions of others
unless in the face of proof otherwise.
Loyalty to your friends means
Generosity lies in giving people
supporting them in need, having
the benefit of the doubt, in believtheir back, but such loyalty need
Konrad von Limpurg as a knight being armed by his lady in the ing the best of them, in refraining
not be blind. In every case, loyalty
Codex Manesse (early 14th century) from ascribing sinister motives to
can mean correcting another
them. Now, if evidence arises to
when their own behaviour is not
the
contrary,
then fine, but without such
above board. The Virtue of Honesty in fact
GENEROSITY
evidence
the
knightly
thing is to presume
requires this. Telling your friend, “Griffin,
Generosity
could
also
be
called
largesse,
that
others
are
honourable.
you’re my bud, but you are acting like a
and does incorporate that idea, but is also
putz right now” is an expression of loyalty
Likewise, on the field, generosity comes in
broader in scope. A Knight should be
to one’s friend, as it is in Griffin’s best
several ways. Giving up a point of advangenerous, both in the giving of largesse to
interest to not act like a putz, and you are
tage on the tourney field is generous, as
others, and in their time, praise, and allow- is turning your opponent out of the sun,
trying to help him with that, out of loyalty
ances to others.
to your friend.
or allowing them to catch their breath at
‘Holding
open
table’
,
and
being
generous
in
need. Generosity also lies in assuming
In a more extreme case, it can be an act of
gifts of largesse to those who serve them,
honourable conduct on the part of your
loyalty to tell your liege lord that they are
was indeed considered a knightly responopponent. If they did not take a blow you
wrong, are behaving badly, or are breaksibility historically. You were supposed to
thought was good, it is not your place to
ing faith. Yes, even to the Crown. Loyalty
use
your
wealth
and
privilege
to
take
care
assume perfidy on their part. Think instead
doesn’t mean you should break faith with
of
others.
Thus
we
have
the
custom
of
our
them in turn necessarily, or behave in a
royalty giving gifts of largesse to those who
continued on next page
“Ask Uncle Vlad,” continued from
previous page

dishonourable manner yourself, but there
are actions that can be taken, even in extreme circumstances. In the SCA, perhaps
the ultimate expression of that would be
a Knight giving up their rank and handing in their belt. It was not unknown for
samurai to commit suicide as a protest
against their lord’s actions - their own
honour would not let them leave their
lord’s service, but their death was seen as
an ultimate form of service - a final way to
say “you’re acting like a putz.”
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“Ask Uncle Vlad,” continued from
previous page
of the many other possibilities that may
have led to that call. And when you receive
a blow, generosity consists in, again, giving
your opponent the benefit of the doubt. If
you have to stop and think about whether
a blow was good, then be generous and
take it.
COURTESY
Courtesy, along with honesty, are what
most people commonly associate with
chivalry in the SCA. Courtesy is part of
chivalry, to be sure, but only a part, as we
have seen. Courtesy, courtly behaviour,
entails treating others fairly and without malice, in kindness to others, and in
general politeness. Clearly a knight should
endeavour to greet others with courtesy
and respect at all times, and enough
words have been written on the subject
that everyone has a pretty good idea what
courteous behaviour consists of.
It would be useful here to briefly discuss
the difference between chivalry and courtesy, in that they are similar but not the
same. We generally consider the words to
be interchangeable, but in reality chivalric behaviour on the battlefield was quite

different from courtesy, which concerns
behaviour in polite company (in “court”).
The short version, which is all you’re going
to get here, is that chivalry involves killing
people. Therefore, when people discuss
chivalrous behaviour, it really ought to be
strictly applied only to knightliness as a
martial quality, and we should apply the
term ‘courtesy’ to all other situations.
But let’s face it - that ain’t gonna happen,
and in fact it probably shouldn’t. Everyone knows what we mean when we say
‘chivalrous behaviour’ and we don’t need to
muddy things with pedantry.
FRANCHISE
I saved the weirdest for last. What the heck
is franchise, anyway? Do you get your own
White Castle operation with every white
belt? Sadly, no. Historically, the word derives from Old French. What it ultimately
means is “Frankness”, which is not our
definition of being open and honest, but
rather it meant the quality of being Frankish, being a Frank. It also meant being free,
which tells you that back then you needed
to be a Frank in order to be a free person
(in the area that is now France, that is).
So franchise meant being a Frank, which
meant being of noble birth, so what we

SCA Moments
M’Lady Aislynn (Lions Gate) takes her turn on the
archery range.
Photo by Sadhbh (Lions Gate)

are talking about is nobility. Surely, people
became knights on the basis of pure ability,
but for the most part you were a knight
on the basis of your birth. Nobility has of
course also come to mean a type of demeanour or behaviour, as opposed to purely a
matter of heritage.
This doesn’t help us much in the SCA,
where we are all noble, essentially. How
can franchise be a chivalric virtue in the
Current Middle Ages? Luckily, Raymond
Lull, writing in the 13th Century, had the
answer, in that he cites the importance of
nobleness of heart. This is the sort of nobility we can all get behind in the modern
era. Basically, being of noble heart and
bearing is a matter of holding and practising all of the above virtues, and holding
and practising them all the time, towards
everyone.
Notta, I hope you found this answer useful.
Perhaps you could share this with others,
maybe in some form of regular publication...
Uncle Vlad looks forward to questions
from the people of Tir Righ, so please do
him a favour and ask him stuff.
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Silent Heraldry,

who they are and who can be one
the list field or for announcements, sign
heralds work with vocal heralds to convey
information, primarily through sign, to the
broadest audience possible, regardless of
their degree of hearing loss.”
Knowledge of fingerspelling and SCA
signs are all that are required to
be a Silent Herald! You don’t
have to be an interpreter!
No certification or
test required. All
the Silent Herald
needs to do is get
the gist of what is
happening in court
across. The basic
info required is:
name of the recipient
of and award, name of
the award, and why (i.e.
Noresguy Noresguyson,
Havok, rapier). To learn some
signs, look us up on the Book of
Face under “Tir Righ Silent Heralds”. A
new sign is posted every day or so, life and
events notwithstanding.

HL Morgaine interprets Court at February
Investiture. Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt)

An announcement was made at 12th Night
this year stating the Kingdoms wishes to
reinstate the office of Silent Herald. This
service is not only for Deaf members of the
populace, but for other members who may
have a hard time hearing what is being said
in court.
According to the Society’s Sign Herald’s
Handbook, page 5 “Sign heralds in the
society are heralds who express auditory
information into visual and/or tactile information. Sign heralds use sign language,
lip movements, facial expression, gestures,
and body language to convey what they
hear, this is the visual part. As well, there
are some members of the populace who
require the sign herald to make signs into
the person’s hands, this is the tactile part…
When on site at SCA events whether on

There are a variety of reasons why someone uses Sign Language: Deaf, Hard of
Hearing, a family member or friend who
uses ASL (American Sign Language, the
language used in Canada as well), or general interest.
The first priority is to the Crown or Coronet. If there is a request, court should be
covered first. If there are enough Silent
Heralds, town cries and lists can be signed.
Members of the populace can make specific requests for things like classes.
Silent Heralds are Heralds. They are the
voice of the crown and have the same
responsibilities. As such, they will need access to all of the court information before
court happens. And just like voice heralds,
silent heralds are required to keep any
knowledge of what is going to happen to
themselves. Wouldn’t want to spoil the surprise, would we? Ideally, the Silent Herald
will need to be visible to the majority of
the populace. The SH needs to be situated
as close to the center of court as possible.
This will mean a slight deviation on how

the Thrones are set up. A larger space
to one side of the Thrones for the SH to
stand. Out of the way of the Voice Herald
and all of the stuff that needs to be passed
back and forth, and has an unobstructed
view to the populace. This will also allow
for the SH to “tap out” and a fresh
SH to take over. For those who
have minimal training,
this could happen quite
often.
Ideally, the Silent
Herald will need
to be visible to the
majority of the
populace. The Silent
Herald needs to be
situated as close to
the center of court
as possible. This will
mean a slight deviation
on how the Thrones are set
up. A larger space to one side of
the Thrones for the Silent Herald to stand
would be preferred. This will make sure
the silent herald is out of the way of the
Voice Herald and all of the stuff that needs
to be passed back and forth, and has an
unobstructed view to the populace. This
will also allow for the Silent Herald to “tap
out” and a fresh Silent Herald to take over.
For those who have minimal training, this
could happen quite often.
There have been a few times silent heraldry
has been done since last fall in Tir Righ.
Expect to see more at Principality and
Kingdom events!
HL Morgaine Essex,
Scholar of Seagirt
In her modern life, HL Morgaine has been a
Registered Sign Language Interpreter for 27
years. She first provided interpreting services
at November Coronet and was instated as
the Silent Herald for Tir Righ at February
Investiture. The first thing she taught the
populace was how to do 3 Cheers and to
make a joyous noise.
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Artisan Profile: Etan MacNessa
This artisan profile introduces you to
various artists throughout Tir Righ. In this
issue, meet Etan MacNessa, a talented artist from Lions Gate (submitted by Master
Iain Guthrie, Minister of Arts & Sciences for
Tir Righ)
How long have you been in the society?
9 years but there was a 20 year break
between 1993 and 2013, so I am sort of a
new/old member.
What motivates you to create?
When I see something that inspires me,
I want to see if I can make it. But it goes
deeper than that, the urge to create was instilled in me by my mother who taught me
the fulfillment and confidence that making
things gives. Also, often creating engages
both sides of my brain, the repetitive mo-

Samples of
Etan’s skillful
work, including
stenciling,
embroidery and
tapestries.

tions of weaving or embroidery, combined
with the constant figuring out what comes
next, what colours, shapes or materials to
use, keeps me in balance and grounded.
What projects do you currently have in
progress?
I am stencilling, embroidering, printing
and sewing 12th century socks for the Pelicaning of Finn Grim; I have been asked to
work on the Ducal cloak for the King, and
there is always a new tapestry on my loom.
Which creation are you most proud of?
That is a hard one, the blue tunic with gold
embroidery that I made when Liam was
Prince is up there with his red socks. But
my true passion is weaving tapestries.

What do you dream of doing?
Besides living in the collection stores
section of the V&A? Right now I am
dreaming of working on larger tapestries,
and also maybe a single entry for kingdom
A&S next year. I want to inspire others to
try tapestry weaving, or at least to understand it better.
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Baroness Margaret’s
Embroidery Hints and Tips
Working
With Silk
1. Buy from the same manufacturer for
a project, and stick to a single product
line.
a. Cohesive look of the surface and
thickness of stitches is achieved.
b. Different spins can result from
different manufacturer. Some silk
has no spin, some a medium spin,
and some a high spin. The resulting
thread will have different appearances which can result in odd look.
Of course you can do this deliberately to achieve specific effects.
c. Different thicknesses will give different surface texture results. Unless
that is the look you wish to achieve
it is best to be avoided.
d. Different plys from the same manufacturer will give varying thicknesses
to the thread. This is not always
remedied by separating the ply. For
example from Devere Yarns in England their product line is 72 thread,
60, 36, 18, 12, and 6 thread. A single
6 thread is finer than a single strand
of the 72 thread. It also has a tighter
spin.
2. Buy same thread/ply count for cohesive
look. Alternatively use differences in
the count for specific effects on your
embroidery surface.
3. Manage your skeins. Some thread is
already pre-spun onto a spool, such as
Devere, however some arrive in skeins.
Leaving a skein unmanaged can result
in tangled thread as you pull strands.
a. Wrapping on a spool can eliminate
this issue. A round spool is nice
because it does not leave creases
in your yarn as occurs with the flat
rectangular ‘spools’.

4. Manage your spools as you remove
thread. Ensure you have a method of
securing the ends of the thread remaining on the spool. Often I fold back a
portion of the label and tuck the thread
end into that space, and fold the label
back to its original position. Any thread
that has been cut off and is unused reattach to the spool by wrapping around
it and securing. This eliminates the
tangles that can result in thread having
a great social time unattended in your
bag or storage box.
5. Ground is the fabric you are embroidering on. I find silk goes through the
common grounds smoothly.
a. Linen
b. Cotton
c. Silk When using silk ensure you
reinforce it with another stable
ground, such as linen. Ensure you
pre-shrink the fabric, otherwise it
can pull your finished project very
wonky.
6. If separating plys cut the length you
will be working with then separate
to plys desired. Reduces tangles and
roughening of the unused silk.

7. Experiment with stitches, silk reflect
light beautifully and will have different
refracting qualities for varying stitches,
varying spins, and varying plys.
8. Sharp needle is a must. Sharps glide
through the ground as through stitches
easily. This reduces pulling and snagging.
9. Moisturize, moisturize, moisturize. Any
dryness on your hands will cause the
thread to stick or catch on your fingers.
It will roughen the thread. As well you
can catch embroidered areas and cause
damage to the thread.
10. Do not touch embroidered area as
much as possible to keep dirt and
grease off the embroidery and your
thread. And don’t eat or drink when
you are embroidering.
11. Store your project safely when not
working on it. Surprises from dogs,
cats, and all other sources are rarely
appreciated
12. Enjoy the material and experience!
 argaret Hamilton of Stirlingshire,
M
Lion’s Gate

12   Summer 2018 / AS LIII

The Northern Sentinel, Principality of Tir Righ, Kingdom of An Tir

Tir Righ keeps busy through
winter months

The Tir Righ Hospitaliers headed south to fight at Baronesses War in
Barony of Vulkanfeldt.
Photo by Jamesredbeard (An Tir)

Purported to be a full two inches taller than Baron Connal’s hat, Baron
Uilliam wears his new Cap of Maintenance in Court at Seagirt’s Daffodil
Tournament. HE Seagirt is not amused. Photo by Duchess Meagan
(Seagirt)

Kingdom A&S and Queen’s Rapier Champion weekend saw Tir Righ take home top honours. Congratulations to Master Cian, An Tir’s new Queen’s
Rapier Champion. HL Wulfstan Hrafnsson (Lionsdale) won the Arts & Sciences championship. Baron Connal MacLagmayn (Seagirt) was awarded the
Sable Bonnet for the highest score for a single entry into A&S, and Mistress Isabella Lucrezia (Lions Gate) was put on vigil to be entered into the Order
of the Pelican. 			
Photo by Brynja Kortsdottir (Lions Gate).

The Northern Sentinel, Principality of Tir Righ, Kingdom of An Tir

Summer 2018 / AS LIII   13

Congratulations
to Vladimir Aleksandrov (Pelican),
Ulfr Blodfotur Fallgrson (Pelican),
Argolia Ragnvaldsdtr (Laurel), and
Sethric Einarsson (Chivalry),
our newest Peers of Tir Righ, all
elevated at May Crown. Put on vigil
for the Order of the Pelican was
Alessandra Luciana Giancomo,
who will be elevated at Lionsdale
Champions in June.
Jaqueline LeFleur is invested as the new Arts & Sciences Champion of Lions Gate at Cantertury Faire.
Photo by Aspasia Bevilacqua (Hartwood)

Silk banner painting was just one of the offerings at Tir Righ’s Heraldic
Symposium hosted by the Barony of Lions Gate in early April.
Photo by Elspeth Farre (Lionsdale)

Students at the Hartwood TUTR learn a new hand under the watchful
Congratulations to Aine Inghean Ui Chonchobhair, our newest Pelican of
eye of teacher HL Taliesin.
Photo by Aspasia Bevilacqua (Hartwood) Tir Righ. Aine was elevated at Sir Eddies the first weekend of May.
Photo by Master Iain Guthrie (Lions Gate)
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Of Note Around the Principality
commit to submitting the necessary paperwork to register their names and devices.
It is hoped that this would encourage other
branch members to undertake the same.
To add an additional incentive, Taliesin
contacted the Seneschal and Branch Herald of Krakafjord and they agreed to issue
a similar challenge to their branch creating
a bit of a competition to see which Branch
could submit the most names and devices
before the end of 2018.

Photo by Hallvieg Everskya (Seagirt)

Seagirt forms Culinary Guild
The inaugural meeting of the Seagirt
Culinary Guild took place in mid April at
the Barony’s weekly Allthing gathering. A
group of 12 food enthusiasts gathered to
discuss what a branch guild could look like
and the kinds of activities they might like
to do, and to semi-formalize a local group
of Scadians happy to talk about food. Ideas
ranged from researching and redacting
medieval recipes, to cooking, baking, preserving, growing, talking about, and eating
food. Everyone attending the meeting was
given a bottle of cooking herbs as a small
memento of this meeting. We look forward
to receiving delicious updates from this
group.

Heraldic Challenge Issued
In an effort to encourage more branch
members to give serious consideration to
registering their names and devices, the
Shire of Danescombe through their Branch
Herald HL Taliesin ap Hafgan issued a
challenge to all of its Council members to

For Danescombe, Taliesin holds monthly
consults at fighter practices, on the last
Wednesday of each month from September through April. In addition, he is available through email to provide additional
assistance throughout the year. At the
time of writing this, Taliesin was assisting
with registering 6 names and 5 devices.
Krakafjord’s Branch Herald has seen similar results with their part of this challenge.

Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt)

Lions Gate holds Baronial Poll

Photo by John Macandrew (Hartwood)

Hartwood shines with Newcomers
gathering
What do you do when you have tournament and camping season coming up
and there are a ton of newcomers looking
for guidance? In Hartwood, we hold a
weekend Newcomer’s workshop. In midApril, the Shire of Hartwood gathered 10
newcomers, 5 instructors, and a kitchen
full of food and worked their way through
roughly five hours of classes. Classes
included an overview of the SCA, Persona,
Costuming, Courtesy/Chivalry/Etiquette,
A&S, Fighting appreciation, Heraldry,
and Games. The classes were held to a
30 minute max – just enough to wet the
appetite but enough to make everyone feel
comfortable. Thanks to Master John Macandrew for his photo and summary of the
day. Well done Hartwood for taking such
good care of your newcomers.

As the end of term for Their Excellencies Lions Gate, UIlliam and Caitrina
approaches, the polling of the populace
to choose their successors took place
this past spring. Three sets of candidates
stepped forward to offer their services to
the Crown and Barony. These candidates
are Master Cyneric Beresone, Sergeant of
Lions Gate, and Dame Arianna Freemont;
Master Garet Doiron and HL Briana nic
h’Eusaidh, Courtier of Lions Gate; and, HL
Laric Godwin, Sergeant of Lions Gate, and
HL Brynja Kortsdottir, Sergeant of Lions
Gate. The official polling date was Thursday, May 24 although those who could
not attend in person had the opportunity
to mail their ballot directly to the Crown.
A polling of the populace (note, it is not a
vote) is standard procedure in An Tir, with
the final decision and appointment being
made by the King and Queen. Regardless
of who is chosen, judging by the calibre
of all the candidates, the Barony stands
to be in good hands for the coming years.
Thank you Uilliam and Caitrina for your
years of service to keeping the Barony of
Lions Gate healthy and strong. Enjoy your
well-deserved retirement.

Continued on the next page
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Continued from the previous page
New Scriptorium Created in Tir Righ
In an effort to assist in the challenge of
finding more ‘painters of charters’ for
both Tir Righ and An Tir, Taliesin ap
Hafgan, posted a call in late February, for
anyone interested in participating. The
response was awesome and actually a little
overwhelming with some 12 – 15 people
responding.
As a result, Taliesin, decided to take the
process one step further and after obtaining the approval in principle from the
Danescombe Council setup the Okanagan Scribal (Scriptorium) Group on
Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/
groups/158622164835422
The group was created for members of
the SCA within the region of Thompson/
Shuswap; the Okanagan and the Kootenays
Photo by Duchess Meagan (Seagirt) who are interested in Scribal Activities
(wordsmithing, charter design, charter illumination (painting, diapering, whitework & gilding) and calligraphy) of both charters and
scrolls that may be used within the Principality of Tir Righ or the Kingdom of An Tir.
Currently, there are 26 members primarily from Ramsgaard, Krakafjord and Danescombe with support from people throughout Tir
Righ and An Tir with experience in the Scribal Arts. In addition, the Group maintains a Files Section with tips and guidelines for many
aspects of the SCA Scribal Arts.
Although, currently only painting charters (over 25 for Tir Righ’s current reign and 22 for An Tir’s current reign) there are plans to
bring in instructors for advanced painting techniques, gilding and calligraphy over the next couple of months.
For more information about the group Taliesin can be reached at taliesin.ap.Hafgan@shaw.ca .

Awards Granted by Vikingr Eiricksson
and/or Lishinia Aurelia
February 17 to March 31, 2018
#

Recipient

Award

#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Person
Lishinia Aurelia (Lions Gate)
Nadezhda Toranova (Seagirt)
Wulfwyn of Meduseld (Fjordland)
Sadhbh Bheag inghean Toirrdhealbaigh (Lions Gate)
Frederick de Vrije (Lionsdale)
Malusha Iaroslava Borisova (Seagirt)
Russell Cam-beul O’Danescombe (Ramsgaard)
Ragnvald Jfurfríðrson (Lions Gate)
Zarah Loba of Ramsgaard (Ramsgaard)
Shona MacGregor (Unknown)

Award
Prince/Princess
Valorous Estate
Lynx Pursuivant
Silver Sparkes Pursuivant
Rapier Champion
Prince’s Favour
Silver Pillar
Silver Pillar
Silver Pillar
Award of Arms

Date
Date
Feb 17, 2018 (AS LII)
Feb 17, 2018 (AS LII)
Feb 17, 2018 (AS LII)
Feb 17, 2018 (AS LII)
Feb 17, 2018 (AS LII)
Feb 17, 2018 (AS LII)
Mar 31, 2018 (AS LII)
Mar 31, 2018 (AS LII)
Mar 31, 2018 (AS LII)
Mar 31, 2018 (AS LII)
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If she is
“…on 6th Oct. 25 Hen. VIII., at Westminster, and divers days before and after, she
procured, by sweet words, kisses, touches,
and otherwise, Hen. Noreys, of Westminster, gentle man of the privy chamber, to
violate her, by reason whereof he did so at
Westminster on the 12th Oct. 25 Hen.
VIII.; and they had illicit intercourse
at various other times, both before and
after, sometimes by his procurement,
and sometimes by that of the Queen.
Also the Queen, 2 Nov. 27 Hen. VIII.
and several times before and after, at
Westminster, procured and incited
her own natural brother, Geo. Boleyn,
lord Rocheford, gentleman of the privy
chamber, to violate her, alluring him
with her tongue in the said George’s
mouth, and the said George’s tongue
in hers, and also with kisses, presents,
and jewels; whereby he, despising the
commands of God, and all human
laws…” - Letters and Papers, Foreign
and Domestic, Henry VIII, Volume
10, January-June 1536, 878.
This passage written on the 15th of
May 1536, talks of Anne Boleyn’s alleged lack of chasteness. There are few
scholars nowadays that believe that
Anne really slept with her brother
George or Henry Norris (Noreys).
Henry was a Groom of the Stool in
the privy chamber of King Henry
VIII and it is hardly likely she was
violated by him nor the other three
men who were found guilty, Sir Francis
Weston, William Brereton and Mark
Smeaton. This started me thinking, were
there tests used by medical staff throughout pre-modern history or treatments used
to help a person stay chaste? Let’s look at
different medical texts and see what was
believed to help determined chasteness
or helped a person stay chaste and free of
temptation.

chaste…

Prevention #1 “To Preserve Chastity- If you
would always be chaste, eat daily some of
the herb called hart’s tongue, and you will
never assent to suggestions of impurity.”
– The Physicians of Myddfai: Cures and
Remedies of the Mediaeval World.

been collected by anyone, as the simple,
undivided fronds make it easy to identify.
Who knew that all Anne needed to do was
eat fern daily to keep her desire in check…
tasty.
Prevention #2 “Emerald; called a
chaste stone because is resists lust;
being worn in a ring, it helps, or at
least mitigates the falling sickness and
vertigo; it strengthens the memory,
and stops the unruly passion of men.” –
Culpeper’s Complete Herbal
Nicholas Culpeper written in the
early to mid-1600’s is a wonderful
window into the world of medicine in
the 16th and 17th Century. Who knew
that all Anne needed, and at that rate
the entire court, was an emerald to
wear! Could have saved Katherine
Howard too! Katherine Aragon was
very virtuous, and we know that
she was a very devout Catholic. The
portrait above, sold in a Christie’s
Auction for 21,000 British pounds,
shows her will with emerald brooch
on her gown. Doubt she would have
held much stock in superstitions, but
it is a fun coincidence.

Prevention #3 “Chapter XCII - WILD
LETTUCE Wild lettuce (wilde latich)
is cold, and it extinguishes lust in a
human. A man who has an overabundance in his loins should cook wild letKatherine Emerald tuce in water and pour that water over
himself in a sauna bath. He should
This treatment comes from “The Red
also place the warm, cooked lettuce around
Book,” a 13th Century Welsh medical text
his loins, while still in the sauna. If he does
translated by Terry Breverton. Hart is a
this often, it will extinguish his lust while
term that describes a male deer of 5 years
not harming the health of his body. If a
or older, derived from the Old English
woman’s womb is swelling with uncontrollaword “Heorot”, however we are taking
ble lust, she should make a sauna bath with
about an herb and not an organ, thank
the wild lettuce. Sitting in the sauna, she
goodness. The hart’s-tongue fern is likely
should pour the water in which wild lettuce
the herb recommended here. This fern is
was cooked over the hot stones. She
very common in Europe and could have
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

should place the warm, cooked lettuce over
her belly. She should do this often. It will
chase the lust from her without diminishing
the health of her body.” – Physica

Photo of Jet

Wild lettuce (wilde latich) is cold, and it extinguishes lust in a human.

The German Benedictine Abbess Hildegard von Bingen wrote this passage about
the plant commonly called wild lettuce or
lettuce opium. According to the Nursing
Herbal Medicine Handbook, edited by Sean
Webb, Lactuca virosa contains lactucin,
which may have a sedative and central
nervous system depressive effect. No wonder it keeps you chaste, a drugged person
doesn’t have much energy to get lusty. The
picture above is from Lobel’s Plantarum
seu stirpium from 1581.
Analysis #1 “[Lodestone] it was believed
could be used to help determine if your
wife was chaste or not. Of you place the
stone under her head, she will have one
of two reactions. If she is chaste she will
embrace you, if she is not then she will fall
upon the bed.” – Of the Virtues of Stones
German Catholic Dominican friar and
Bishop Albertus Magnus lived in the 13th
century and was thought by some to have
wrote a book on the virtues of stones,
herbs and animals. His book contains
many uses for stones, including ways to
empty a house, make yourself invisible,
and protect yourself from brigands. In this
case magnetite, an iron ore, that is attracted to a magnet and can be magnetized
to become a permanent magnet itself, also
cases an unfaithful wife to fall upon the
bed. Isn’t that what caused the issue in the
first place?

Analysis # 2 “And Avicenna saith, that
if [Gagates] be broken and washed, or
given to a woman to be washed, if she be
not a virgin, she will piss soon, if she be a
virgin, she will not piss.” – Of the Virtues
of Stones.
Another great test from Albertus Magnus… Gagates is another name for jet. Jet
is lignite, a predecessor to coal, and is a
gemstone used in jewelry. Jet is a creation
from the high-pressure breakdown of
wood over the course of millions of years.
Honestly this is so unfair! What if she just
drank a ton of water? Remember ladies, if
a man gives you a black stone to wash, go
to the bathroom first before you wash it!
We have examined three therapies to
prevent lust and keep a person chaste and
2 tests to determine if a lady has failed to

be virtuous. It is not likely that these would
have been used on Anne but is an interesting examination of the one sidedness of
the world and the crazy ways learned individuals thought of lust and sex. It is not
commonly thought anymore that Anne
was a harlot or that she slept with the men
that where killed with her at the end of her
marriage to one of the most notorious men
in English History, but people from the
pre-modern world believed these worked.
It reminds the modern person how lucky
we are.
Written by Seamus O’Caellaigh, Principality
of the Summits, Master of the An Tir Apothecary Guild, founder of the Known World
Apothecary Guilds Group, and apprentice to
Maestro Eduardo Francesco Maria Lucrezia.
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TUTR NEWS
It is my great pleasure to announce recipients of the University of Tir
Righ Novus 1 Diploma.
Tara Turnham – Novus 1
Jessica Marshall - Novus 1
Anna Graham - Novus 1
Adelheid – Novus 1
Novus 1 classes are designed to give an introduction to various aspects
of Society life for a newcomer. They can easily be added to a single
event or spread throughout the year.

HUZZAH! HUZZAH! HUZZAH!
It is my great pleasure to announce the following gentles have achieved
Fellowship of the University of Tir Righ.
FELLOWS OF THE UNIVERSITY
HL Aelana Cordovera –27 times
Master John MacAndrew - 20 times

HUZZAH! HUZZAH! HUZZAH!
The University of Tir Righ (TUTR) was formally created in
November of 2007 during the reign of Thegn Ulf Bloodfoot
Fallgrson and Viscountess Caoimhinn ingen Domnaille.
TUTR is an institution of learning created to serve the growing needs of all individuals, independent of location, within
the Principality of Tir Righ. Through TUTR you can take
classes in what interests you, earn a variety of different degrees and, if you’re devoted to a single area of study, you can
further specialize in our upper graduate programs. TUTR
was conceived to give everyone in Tir Righ a safe place to
learn and be included.
Through the years the University has created many learning
opportunities and faced many challenges. It has been an exciting journey and the above awards are a major milestone.
If you have questions about your journey towards a Degree
program contact either myself at tutrgovernor@tirrigh.org
or the Registrar at registrar@tirrigh.org
More information about the University can be found at our
website http://tirrigh.org/tutr/index.htm or the Facebook
site https://www.facebook.com/groups/690995470963072/

Mistress Halima al Rakkasa -- 16 times
Mistress Alicia le Wilfulle - 16 times

Margaret Hamilton of Stirlingshire
– Governor, TUTR

Master James Llewellyn - 12 times
Mistress Caitrin ni Cingeadh- 11 times
Archos James Wolfden – 10 times
The Fellowship is entered when an instructor has generously taught
for the University ten (10) times or more. Without individuals such as
these the University would be a dimmer poorer entity.

Woodcarving is just one of the many things you could learn at a TUTR. Photo by Tamaya (Seagirt)
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Scissor and needle cases are popular items for largesse.

Largesse Competitions
In the last issue of the Northern Sentinel
(Spring 2018 / ASLII) we defined largesse.

One of the easiest ways to gather largesse
is to hold a competition at any Branch
Level or Principality or Kingdom Event.
Most commonly we are familiar with
the Super Six (6 similar items) or Dirty
Dozen (12 similar items) competitions.
Currently they seem to be on the wane
but pop back up, every couple of years.
Some people can be intimated by the
challenge of creating 6 or 12 similar
items to enter into a Largesse Competition.

There is no requirement that any Largesse Competition must be a certain
number and can be just as successful for
Single Entry Competitions, or any other
number of entries. Suggested names
include: Wondrous One, Super Single,
One of a Kind, Dynamic Duo, Cute
Couples, Triple Threat, Thrifty Three,
Fantastic Four, Quarter Quell, Five Alive,
Fab Five and of course the Super Six or
Dirty Dozen.
In some cases, you can specify, in either
very specific or in general terms what

kinds of entries you are looking for. A
good idea is to check with the Largesse
Coordinator for the current Principality
or the current Kingdom reigns to ask if
there are any items they particularly need
or require. For example, the last competition we organized, we were asked by the
Kingdom Coordinator if we could specifically request items suitable for ‘youth’
(not children). So in order to make the
competition attractive to as many people
as possible we ran two competitions: (1)
for youth and (2) a ‘general’ category.
This is a competition and suggests some
form of prize. At the Branch Level the
‘winner’ is determined by ‘populace’
choice and the prize can be something
as simple as the entrant can choose any
one of the largesse entries as a keepsake.
At Principality or Kingdom Level in
addition there may also be the ‘Princess’s
Choice’ or the Queen’s Choice (similarly at the Baronial Level). In this case,
the prize is provided by the reigning
Monarch or is a special gift, previously
arranged with a local SCA Artisan. For
example, for the last competition we organized, we actually arranged for a friend

who made wonderful beads to provide
a special bead for our two competitions,
having obtained the reigning Queen’s
consent.
We recommend that if you are planning
on holding a Largesse competition at any
event (at any level) you post the information as soon as you can, once the event
has been approved. This allows everyone
sufficient time to plan and make the
necessary items. It is also a good idea to
update your post periodically to keep it
fresh in everyone’s mind. Another excellent suggestion is to personally invite
individuals at participate, particularly
if you are familiar with their ‘geek’ and
that it is inline with your particular focus
or you know their items will be well
received.
Remember to ask all participants to
include tags with each of their items that
include their SCA names and branch,
any special care instructions and any
potential allergens.
HL Topher Mackenzie and
HL Taliesin ap Hafgan

The Northern Sentinel, Principality of Tir Righ, Kingdom of An Tir

20   Summer 2018 / AS LIII

Book Reviews
As we are made aware daily, the SCA is positively dripping with talent and skill wherever we look. Our artisans practice their trade,
share and teach widely, research madly, and are on the lookout for a new idea and the next project. Some of those projects get published
and become widely available across the knowne world. Over the past month we’ve tracked down and spoken with a few of our authors,
and present below four publications for your enjoyment.

Pustules, Pestilence and Pain
by Seamus O’Caellaigh

Henry VIII lived for 55 years and had many health issues, particularly towards the end of
his reign. In Pustules, Pestilence, and Pain, historian Seamus O’Caellaigh has delved deep
into the documents of Henry’s reign to select some authentic treatments that Henry’s
physicians compounded and prescribed to one suffering from those ailments.
Packed with glorious full-colour photos of the illnesses and treatments Henry VIII used,
alongside primary source documents, this book is a treat for the eyes and is full of information for those with a love of all things Tudor. Each illness and accident has been given
its own section in chronological order, including first-hand accounts, descriptions of the
treatments and photographic recreations of the treatment and ingredients.
About the Author: Seamus O’Caellaigh is a Master of the An Tir Apothecary Guild,
founder of the Known World Apothecary Guilds Group, and apprentice to Maestro
Eduardo Francesco Maria Lucrezia. He is currently one of the Princes of the Summits
and lives in the Shire of Tymberhavene (the home of An Tir West War!) Seamus has been
playing in the SCA for about 10 years and has been involved in Apothecary research
since the beginning. If you are interested in Apothecary or period medicine search him
out or join the An Tir Apothecary Guild Facebook group. You can get a copy of his book
on Amazon (search by author name).

Big Buttes Book: Annotated Dyets Dry Dinner (1599)
by Henry Buttes, with Elizabethan Recipes, by Michelle Enzinas

In 1599 Henry Buttes wrote a slightly comical cookbook for the Bacon family, in order to
raise funds for the construction of a church. For the first time in modern history you may
review Buttes’ eight course feast, based on Elizabethan humours, edited for the modern
kitchen. Original recipes, commentary on the medieval humours of each main ingredient, stories to amuse a Tudor noble, and explanations of Buttes’ dry witticisms (plus a
comprehensive glossary), make this book both the resource and discussion piece for your
explorations into Tudor cuisine. This book is for those who like to experiment with cooking and want to have some historical fun playing in the kitchen or at the campfire.
About the Author: In the SCA, Michelle Enzinas is Baroness Lucia de Enzinas, currently
residing in the Canton of Caldrithig, within the Barony of Skraeling Althing. Baroness
Lucia is a noble in the court of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in the mid to late
16th century. Land hungry tyrant, or champion of the people, only history will decide.
You can buy a hardcopy of this book through Amazon (search by author name).
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Book Reviews continued from the previous page

Tried and True Historical Recipes for Home, Camp
and Feast Hall
by Mistress Eulalia Piebakere

If you were expecting a scholarly cookbook with clearly cited references and transcriptions of period recipes, this is not that book. Instead, this cookbook has been written
with an eye toward utility. It contains “reasonably historical” recipes you can cook right
away, either at home or in camp. The recipes are heavily informed by historical recipe
collections, but as the author notes, these collections reflect only a small fraction of the
food eaten in the Middle Ages, and were usually from high-status contexts. Because of
this, Mistress Piebakere’s research includes many other sources of information. Her recipes are straightforward, easy to follow and she provides appropriate substitutions if some
of the ingredients are not available in your area. Her side notes are informative, useful
and sometimes amusing, and the recipes are both edible and delicious.
About the Author: Mistress Eulalia Piebakers lives in York, England during the reign
of King Edward, called Longshanks. She runs a pie shop and has been lucky enough to
obtain the right to ply her trade as a freewoman of York; she is a guild member in good
standing and generally takes a gentle hand with her apprentices. In the SCA, Mistress
Eulalia hails from the Barony of Dragon’s Mist in central An Tir. Her book is available
through https://www.lulu.com/ and search for “historical recipes.”

To Each Their Own, A comic play In The Elizabethan Style
by GregRobin Smith

The plot elements that Shakespeare employed for his plays were used - and reused - for a

reason. Shipwrecks, nobles disguised as servants and magical objects were stock and trade for
what the audience wanted to see and common metaphors for what they would understand.
Such tropes provided a key to translating the story to a packed house of groundlings and
nobles. By taking those elements familiar in ‘The Tempest’ ‘12th Night’, ‘Errors’ and more,
rearranging them into a new constellation of ideas, a fresh picture has been drawn – “To Each
Their Own”. Three servants, thrown onto the shore of their master’s enemies, must pretend
to be noble. Their masters, mistaken for servants, must pretend to know how to labor. Three
husband-seeking daughters add to the confusion when the masters and their servants must
pretend to be things they are not to stay alive. Love, Hate, Jealousy and a Golden Lion of
Death help discover the perfect truth of the way things are. “To Each Their Own” is a play
written to be slipped into the canon at The Globe Theatre in Shakespeare’s time. The play is
filled with mistaken identities, fumbling antics, touching tales and a soaring, understandable
language full of poetry and meaning. Welcome to the 2nd Elizabethan Age, with a work that
would fit on the First Elizabeth’s Stage. If you like ‘Shakespeare In Love’, ‘Stage Beauty’, ‘Yes’,
‘Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead’, then make “To Each Their Own” your own. The play
is meant for performance, but is quite readable as a story. To be performed, about 14 actors
are necessary with minimum set and maximum imagination. Unless, like the character Anto,
you cry “O’ kill me now before an actor play!” you will enjoy enacting this work - in your
mind or with friends.
About the Author: Sir Brand aux deus Leons found the Society in 1980, but found Shakespeare about 20 years before that. Always interested in what Shakespeare (and others like
him) went through to create their art fascinated him more than the art itself. Part of his
draw to the people in the Society was their focus on re-creating the clothes, armor, music,
pavilions, foods, dances, and in creating new works (calligraphy, contrafacts, new poetry,
etc.) It was a natural line of progression to go from admiring Shakespeare, to wondering
what his techniques were in creating his plays, to trying to create a new work as if written by
a contemporary of Shakespeare writing in WS’s style. The Society gave Brand an Audience
that - somewhat like Shakespeare’s own audiences - wanted to hear this kind of work, were
interested in seeing it created and in supporting such work... His audience was an important
inspiration to Shakespeare, and Brand’s Society audience was important to giving his words a
‘place’ to belong. Thus, after many thousands of sonnets and Shakespearean-style scenes, “To
Each Their Own” was born. Brand’s Lady is Marured verch David ap Gwilim. Based out of the
Seattle area, GregRobin holds a degree in Theatre, Music & Dance and has been teaching the
performing arts since 1973. In 1996 he was captivated by the ‘Chautauqua’ theatrical form,
which presents historical first-person interactive performances. His book is available as a PDF,
Audible Download, and a paperback from Amazon.com (search by title or author name).
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Heraldic Display-Standards,
Banners and Gonfalons
Early Banner Types-Vexilla: “Three types
of vexilla, flags hung from crossbars, used
by Celts in imitation of the Romans. The
SarmaEans favored the Vexillium as a
banner also.

Dacian, Blemye and Variations on the
Vexillium: Other banners used by non-roman peoples during this period include
Figure C which is Dacian. The Sassanids
(Persians) had some interesting banners
based on Figure D. Also used were variations of the vexillium and pennon. Figure
E is a Blemye (Sudanese) standard, sort of a
cross between the animal standard and the
vexillium with bells a_ached.” (O’Finn, p.1)
Oriflamme: The name “oriflamme,” given
to the banner which was carried before
the French kings and preserved in days of
peace in the Treasury of the Abbey of S.
Denis, seems to have been originally the
designation of any royal standard.
Pennon: Pennon comes from the Latin,
penna meaning “a wing”, or “a feather.”
The pennon is a small flag that is either
single-pointed or swallow-tailed. “Typical
display of a pennon was from a lance such
that it could be deciphered when the lance
was ‘at charge’.” (Ælfwald, p.1) Orginally
the pennon would have the full arms on
them but “By Fifteenth Century in England, at any rate, badges were becoming
a prominent feature in the emblazonry of
the followers of nobility” (Gayre, p.8)
Pennoncelle: “A pennoncelle is a long
narrow pennon or streamer, usually single
pointed. The pennoncelle was frequently
seen flying from the masts of ships.”( Ælfwald, p.2-3)
Pinsel: Scottish triangular flag containing
the crest within a strap
and buckle (Gayre, p.9).

Banner: The banner
is a specific type of
armorial display. From
the Latin bandum,
meaning “standard.”
A banner is a perpendicularly oblong flag
or it could be square,
often with a fringe
on the edging. It was
the ensign of the king, barons, overlords,
and “knights banneret,” carried before
the owner as a sign of his feudal rights. It
would have the full arms of the individual.
Modern flags are essentially banners that
are flown and emblazoned 90 degrees. In
the Twelfth and Thirteenth centuries, the
banners have 3 projections or tails or even one
longer projection from its
top called a “Schwenkel”.
(Gayre, p.29)
“The banner, originally of
quadrilateral form, contained the arms of
its owner, e.g. the royal banner at Windsor
or on board announces the presence of the
King or any member of the Royal Family”
(Walden, pp.viii)
“The banner was also bourne by Bannerets
with a number of Standards in proporEon
to the extent of their reEnue. Under the
Heralds the Banner is said to have become
a square, five feet for a King, four for a
Prince or Duke, and three feet square for
a Marquis down to a Knight Banneret.”
(Walden, pp.viii)
Standard: Standard derives from the
Norman French estendard, meaning “that
which stands.” A standard is a staff with a
flag. It was a name given in the Early Middle Ages to the most imposing kind of flag.
“The English Kings appear to have used a
standard regularly from at least as early as
the reign of Edward III” (Gayre, p.54) It
was on the standard that we start to see the
use of badges and elements of the arms.

Gayre mentions that badges were favored
more in England than on the Continent.
(Gayre, p.52). Also the orientation of the
bend of the motto is dependent on if you
were from England (from the dexter) or
from the Continent (from the sinister)
(Gayre, p.68).
Lord Howard de Walden also discusses
Standards and their sizes. He takes this
information from Harleian MS. 2358, Folio
23, BriEsh Museum:
“The great Standard to be sette before the
Kinges pavilion or tent, not to be bourne
in battel, to be the length of two yards. The
Kinges Standard to be borne, to be of the
length of eight or nine yards. The Dukes
Standard to be borne, to be slitte at the
ende and seven yards longe. The Earles
Standard six yards longe.The Barones
Standard five yards and a halfe longe. The
Knightes Standarde four yards longe.”
(Walden, pp.ix)
Gonfalon (or
Gonfannon):
Gonfalon from
the Italian
gonfalone. The
gonfalon is a
long flag or
banner suspended from
a crossbar,
oYen pointed,
swallow-tailed, or with several streamers.
It was used for various purposes, chiefly
decoration. It could be either charged with
a badge or coat of arms, or ornamented
with a fancy design. The gonfalon was (and
sEll is) used for ecclesiastical ceremonies
and processions.”( Ælfwald, p.3)
There are several additional kinds of
flags such as guidons, banderolles and
helm-streamers, and even Heraldic Vanes!
What to Put on Your Banner
And as The Honorable Lord Eldred Ælfwald, Gordian Knot Herald says...
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“So, you now have your armory registered
through the College of Heralds and you
want to proudly display them at an event
(or you just want to display your device or
badge that’s in process). One of the great
myths of the Society is that coats of arms
are only displayed on an escutcheon shape.
Let me state here and now: WRONG!!
I understand why people might think
this—all those submission forms require
people to emblazon (that’s draw) on those
heater-shaped areas, so they think that’s
how the arms should be displayed. Nope,
that’s how they will look on a shield or on
a roll of arms, but not on a medieval style
banner!” (Ælfwald, p.1)
The only time you use a shield shape on a
banner is if you are doing the full achievement, or if you are doing up a special
banner to celebrate a person’s elevation to
the Peerage (but this is SCA-ism)
Early Period- your flag will be a vexilla, or
a banner.

Summer 2018 / AS LIII   23

Twelfth and Thirteen Century-your banner may have tails or a schwenkel.
By the mid 1300s- the standard was in use.
Late period-By the 17th Century the standard started to demonstrate a modification
in its design. They became smaller and
didn’t have the motto or badges. “There
occurred the development of a regular
standard” (Gayre, p.85), which is more
like a modern flag or a four sided armorial
banner.
But no matter what your persona’s time
period might be, the more heraldry you
can display the better!
Aline de Seez,
Shire of Hartwood
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Branches of Tir Righ
The Principality of Tir Righ is a branch of the Society for Creative
Anachronism, Inc that encompasses most of the province of
British Columbia, Canada and the very northernmost strip of
Washington State, USA. We are a part of the Kingdom of An Tir.
Local groups are listed below by their SCA branch name. Visit
your local branch’s website, or contact the Seneschal for more
information about activities in your area.
Appledore (Okanagan Valley, South of Penticton)
Seneschal: Magdalen of Haphazard Manor
email: mdefeo1 [at] telus.net
Coill Mhor (100 Mile House, BC)
Seneschal: Sethric Einarsson
email: whistler.bc [at] gmail.com
Cold Keep (Prince George, BC)
Seneschal: Thoroy Raudkollr
email: ColdKeep.Seneschal[at] tirrigh.org
Danescombe (Kelowna & Penticton, BC)
Seneschal: Yrsa Ketilsdottir
cristinplatt [at] gmail.com
False Isle (Powell River, BC)
Seneschal: Constance de Montbard
de-montbard [at] shaw.ca
Fjordland (Sunshine Coast, BC)
Seneschal: Gwenyn of Fjordland
email: seneschal [at] fjordland.tirrigh.org
Hartwood (Upper Vancouver Island, BC)
Seneschal: John MacAndrew
email: seneschal [at] hartwood.tirrigh.org

Krakafjord (Vernon, BC)
Seneschal: Ljotr Einarsson
seneschal [at] Krakenfjord.com
Lions Gate (Metro Vancouver, BC)
Seneschal: Morweena of House Descardo
email: seneschal [at] lionsgate.tirrigh.org
The Baron & Baroness of Lions Gate
Their Excellencies Uilliam mac Fearchair mhic Gille
Andrias and Caitrina inghean Aindriasa
email: baronandbaroness [at] lionsgate.tirrigh.org
Lionsdale (Fraser Valley, BC)
Seneschal: Sigiridis Gala Eiriksdottir
email: Lionsdale.Seneschal [at] tirrigh.org
Ramsgaard (Kamloops, BC)
Seneschal: Vladimir Andreivich Aleksandrov
email: seneschal [at] ramsgaard.tirrigh.org
Seagirt (Victoria, BC)
Seneschal: James Lleewellyn ap Gruffyd
email: Seagirt.Seneschal [at] tirrigh.org
The Baron & Baroness of Seagirt
Their Excellencies Conall MacLagmayn and
Lettice Talbott
email: Seagirt.Baron[at] tirrigh.org
Seagirt.Baroness[at] tirrigh.org
Thornwold (Bellingham, Whatcom County, WA)
Seneschal: Yzabels de la Costa
email: yzabelsdelacosta [at] yahoo.com
Tir Bannog (Smithers, Terrace, and
Kitimat BC)
Seneschal: Betha of Dawlish
email: cardinal5290 [at] gmail.com
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Royals, Champions, and Officers of Tir Righ
An Tir Majesties
 ing and Queen of An Tir:
K
Savaric Couer-de-Lion and
Dalla in Fagra
king [at] antir.org and
queen [at] antir.org

Tir Righ Highnesses
Prince of Tir Righ:
Prince: Vikingr Eiricksson
email: prince [at] tirrigh.org
Princess of Tir Righ:
Princess: Lishinia Aurelia
email: princess [at] tirrigh.org

Principality Champions
Heavy Champion
(Guardian of the Spear, Scourge of Tir Righ)
Sir Duncan MacKinnon (Hartwood)
email: scourge [at] tirrigh.org
Rapier Champion
(The Guardian of the Rapier,
The Scar of Tir Righ)
Frederick de Vrije
email: scar [at] tirrigh.org
Archery Champion
(Guardian of the Bow, Scorer of Tir Righ)
HL Athelina Grey (Seagirt)
email: scorer [at] tirrigh.org
Arts & Sciences Champion
(Scholar of Tir Righ)
HE Baron Connall MacLagmayn (Seagirt)
email: scholar [at] tirrigh.org
Bardic Champion
(Guardian of the Horn, Skald of Tir Righ)
HL Edward Holgrove (Seagirt)
email: skald [at] tirrigh.org

Tir Righ Chronicler, Northern Sentinel:
HL Tatiana Alexievna
(Kimberley Stratford)
778-679-7116
chronicler [at] tirrigh.org
Thank you to all our contributors!

Principality Officers
Seneschal
HL Alessandra Lucianna Giancomo
calendar [at] tirrigh.org

Minister of Lists
HL Afra Sternberg
lists [at] tirrigh.org

Calendar Deputy
HL Afra Sternberg
calendar [at] tirrigh.org

Chronicler
HL Tatiana Alexievna
chronicler [at] tirrigh.org

Events Deputy
M. Aine inghean ui Chonchobhair events
[at] tirrigh.org

Minister of Arts and Sciences
M. Iain Guthrie
artsci [at] tirrigh.org

Minister of Family Activities
Lady Marguerite Sainteclaire
family [at] tirrigh.org

Chatelaine
HL Edward Holgrove
chatelaine [at] tirrigh.org

Exchequer
Dame Elena de Maisnilwarin
exchequer [at] tirrigh.org

Scribe
M. Gala Eriksdottir
scribe [at] tirrigh.org

Herald
M. Garet Doiron
herald [at] tirrigh.org

Keeper of the Seal
HL Eleanor Odlowe
seal [at] tirrigh.org

Earl Marshal
M. Warwick Drakkar
marshal [at] tirrigh.org

TUTR Governor
Baroness Margaret Hamilton of
Stirlingshire
tutrgovernor [at] tirrigh.org

Archery Marshal
HL Conn McRoy
archery [at] tirrigh.org
Rapier Marshal
HL Ewein Whowood
rapier [at] tirrigh.org

Webminister
Duke UlfR Blodfotur Fallgvson
webminister [at] tirrigh.org

Cut and Thrust Marshal
Vacant
rapier [at] tirrigh.org
Equestrian Marshal
HL Cassandra Wineday of Newingate
equestrian [at] tirrigh.org
Youth Armoured Combat Marshal
Duke Ieuan Gower
yacmarshal [at] tirrigh.org
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Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright © 2018 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication,
please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece.
Please respect the legal rights of our contributors. The Northern Sentinel can be found online at
http://tirrigh.org/newsletter.php.

